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-  FLOYD  E.  COVILL  — - — 

PRESIDENT'S 

MESSAGE 

On  mv  visit  to  the  San  Antonio  coin  convention  in  October,  I  encountered 
another  new  experience.  I  was  one  of  the  exhibit  judges.  Each  of  the  tlnee 
judges  readily  agreed  on  the  best  of  show,  but  after  the  awards  were  made, 
we  found  that  many  of  the  exhibitors  and  dealers  did  not  so  readily  agree 
with  us. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  judges  that  a  complete  series  of  BU  coins 
containing  all  of  the  rarities,  no  matter  how  inexpensive  the  series  might  be, 
should  rate  100%  in  the  raritv  column.  Some  of  the  collectors  and  dealers 
seemed  to  feel  that  a  series  should  receive  no  points  for  rarity  if  it  was  not 
a  very  expensive  coin.  The  judges’  contention  was  that  a  set  of  Franklin  half 
dollars  should  be  judged  against  a  set  of  $4  Stellas  for  rarity,  but  each  should 
be  judged  against  itself,  and  each  set  should  receive  100%  for  rarity  since 
each  set  contained  all  the  rarities  available. 

If  a  set  of  Lincoln  cents  has  all  the  key  coins  in  it,  then  it  should  receive 
100%  for  rarity.  Some  seemed  to  think  that  a  complete  set  of  Franklin  halves 
should  not  be  given  100%  for  rarity,  but  should  be  compared  against  othei 
rarities. 

By  this  way  of  thinking,  a  judge  would  have  to  determine  the  rarest 
coin  in  existence  and  then  ration  out  the  percentage  of  rarity  that,  for 
instance,  a  complete  set  of  United  States  $5  gold  would  have  against  a 
Brasher  doubloon.  Accordingly,  then,  no  collection  could  rate  anything  for 
rarity. 

I  would  personally  like  to  hear  the  opinions  of  some  of  our  readers  about 
this  particular  point.  Should  the  rarity  of  a  complete  series  be  judged  against 
the  rarest  coin  in  existence  or  should  it  be  judged  against  the  rarity  of  its 
own  completeness? 

Those  of  you  who  did  not  visit  the  San  Antonio  show  really  missed  some 
nice  exhibits.  The  U.S.  currency  exhibit  loaned  bv  the  Bureau  of  Engraving 
and  Printing  was  the  finest  of  its  kind  that  I  have  ever  seen.  Some  of  the 
other  displays  could  win  at  the  large  conventions.  It  is  amazing  how  our  Texas 
exhibits  have  improved  during  the  past  year.  However,  the  way  Texans 
placed  at  the  A.N.A.  convention  leaves  no  doubt.  The  quality  of  our  Texas 
exhibits  is  improving  wonderfullv,  now  we  must  improve  on  the  number  of 
exhibitors. 

May  the  coming  holidays  be  filled  with  peace  and  happiness  for  every¬ 
one. 
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T.N.A.  Members  Invited  To 
Exhibit  In  Galveston 


Exhibits  are  always  feature  at¬ 
tractions  at  any  convention  and  the 
1966  Texas  Numismatic  Association 
convention  will  open  with  a  star- 
studded  cast  of  numismatic  displays 
from  ancient  to  modern  coins,  cur¬ 
rency,  gold,  medals,  tokens  and 
specialty  items.  All  members  are 
invited  to  enter  exhibits  in  the  eight 
categories  and  compete  for  the  beau¬ 
tiful  trophies  being  selected  for 
awards. 

The  eighth  T.N.A.  convention  will 
be  held  in  Galveston  at  Hotel  Galvez 
and  Moody  Convention  Center  on 
March  25,  26  and  27  hosted  by 
Treasure  Island  Coin  Club.  E.  E. 
White  is  general  chairman. 

The  eight  divisions  are  United 
States  coins  including  Colonials; 
paper  money,  any  country  or  issue; 
coins  prior  to  1500;  foreign  coins 


J.  D.  Fuller,  left,  and  Hugh  Threl- 
keld  are  serving  on  the  exhibit  and 
insurance  committees  for  the  1966 
convention  of  the  Texas  Numismatic 
Assn,  scheduled  for  March  25-27  in 
Galveston.  Not  shown  is  F.  R.  Ripley, 
chairman  of  the  committees. 


after  1500;  gold  coins,  foreign  or 
U.S.;  medals,  tokens,  badges  and  re¬ 
lated  material;  specialized;  and  junior 
class,  under  18  years  of  age. 

Junior  exhibitors  may  also  com¬ 
pete  for  the  BILL  &  CHRIS  JOHNS 
SPECIAL  JUNIOR  EXHIBIT 
AWARD  given  annually  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johns  of  Houston.  A  specially 
appointed  team  of  judges  evaluate 
all  junior  displays  and  the  award  is 
presented  for  the  most  outstanding. 

For  the  second  year,  the  HARVEY 
BRUNS  AWARD  will  be  given  for 
the  best  exhibit  of  coins  of  Mexico. 
The  category  is  to  include  metallic 
coins  only  and  no  medals,  tokens  nor 
paper  money  are  to  be  entered. 

Contact  F.  R.  Ripley,  3030  Rust 
St.,  Texas  City,  for  further  infor¬ 
mation  and  to  secure  application 
blanks.  February  1  will  be  the  dead¬ 
line  for  entering  exhibits. 

Any  club  or  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tion  wishing  to  have  a  meeting  dur¬ 
ing  the  convention  should  write  the 
general  chairman  for  reservations  and 
arrangements. 

White  urges  everyone  to  make 
hotel  reservations  as  soon  as  possible 
and  to  write  direct  to  Hotel  Galvez. 

— o— 

RITES  HELD  FOR 
MRS.  BON  SMITH 

Funeral  services  were  held  recent¬ 
ly  in  McAllen  for  Mrs.  Bon  H.  Smith, 
88,  mother  of  Brad  H  Smith  of  Aus¬ 
tin.  Mrs.  Smith  had  been  a  resident 
of  the  Valley  area  since  1916. 

Other  survivors  are  sons,  Mynatt 
and  Brooks  Smith,  and  a  daughter, 
Mrs.  Fred  Proctor. 
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By  Frank  O’Sullivan,  San  Antonio,  from 
December,  1964  “Almanzar’s  Coins  of  the 
World”  monthly  publication  with  permission 
of  the  author  and  publisher. 


c~ftrst  Christmas  Coin 


On  a  cold  wintry 
night  in  ancient 
Judea,  nearly  two 
thousand  y  ears 
ago,  a  poor  car¬ 
penter  and  his  ex- 
p  e  c  t  a  n  t  wife 
sought  lodging. 

They  were  en- 
route  to  Bethle¬ 
hem  in  order  to 
register  in  the 
world-wide  census  ordered  hv  the 
Roman  Emperor,  Augustus  Caesar. 
A  principal  requirement  of  the  cen¬ 
sus  was  that  each  family  must  be 
enrolled  in  their  ancestral  home,  and 
as  both  Joseph,  the  carpenter,  and 
his  wife,  Mary,  belonged  to  the 
house  of  David,  they  would  have  to 
register  in  the  City  of  David.  They 
had  hoped  to  stop  in  the  nearby 
larger  citv  of  Jerusalem  and  secure 
accommodations  but  the  great  influx 
of  people  had  rendered  the  city  so 
crowded  that  there  were  no  addi¬ 
tional  rooms  available  for  transients, 
so  they  proceded  to  their  final  des¬ 
tination  of  the  little  town  of  Bethle¬ 
hem,  about  six  miles  further,  in  hope 
of  finding  accommodations. 

Great  was  their  disappointment 
to  find  that  Bethlehem  also  was 
literally  swamped  with  travelers,  and 
there  was  no  room  left  in  the  inn. 
However,  the  innkeeper  offered  space 
in  his  stable  as  a  last  resort.  And 
this  at  least  afforded  shelter  from 
the  bitter  night,  the  weary  couple 
went  into  the  stable  and  there,  dur- 
the  night  amongst  the  sleeping  cattle, 
Mary  gave  birth  to  her  Son  and  laid 


the  Baby  in  a  manger.  Now,  our 
readers  may  ask,  what  does  the  fa¬ 
miliar  Christmas  story  of  the  birth 
of  Christ  have  to  do  with  coins? 
The  answer  is  simplv  that  at  the  Birth 
of  Christ,  coins  were  just  as  familiar 
to  the  people  of  that  time  as  they 
are  to  us  today,  for  they  already 
had  been  in  existance  for  nearly 
seven  centuries.  Indeed,  all  the  prin¬ 
cipal  characteristics  of  the  coins 
which  are  so  familiar  to  us  today, 
such  as  the  bust  on  the  obverse,  the 
heraldic  device  on  the  reverse,  en¬ 
circling  inscriptions,  the  field,  the 
exergue,  even  mint  marks,  had  all 
been  firmly  established. 

The  law  of  supply  and  demand 
operated  as  effectively  then  as  to¬ 
day,  and  so  many  assume  with  con¬ 
fidence  that  its  effect  under  the  then 
current  circumstances  undoubtedly 
exercised  an  inflationary  influence 
on  the  cost  of  lodging  as  well  as  all 
other  necessities.  If  Joseph  had  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  secure  room  in  the 
inn  for  his  wife  and  himself,  prob¬ 
ably  he  would  have  been  charged 
at  an  inflationary  rate,  likely  a  de¬ 
narius.  The  denarius,  the  common 
Roman  coin  of  the  time,  was  about 
the  size  of  our  dime,  only  thicker. 
However,  its  purchasing  power  was 
much  greater,  as  it  was  the  usual 
day’s  pay  of  a  common  laborer. 

At  that  period,  all  of  this  de¬ 
nomination  displayed  the  bust  of  the 
reigning  Emperor,  Augustus  Caesar, 
on  the  obverse.  Reverse  types  were 
quite  varied,  but  the  most  common 
displayed  the  standing  figures  of  the 
Emperor’s  grandsons,  Cains  and 
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Lucius,  in  military  attire  with  their 
shields  on  the  ground  between  them. 
Although  poor  Joseph  was  a  car¬ 
penter,  skilled  laborer,  and  quite  like¬ 
ly  possessed  a  few  of  these  coins 
amongst  his  meager  possessions,  and 
would  have  had  to  pay  one  for  a 
room  if  one  had  been  available  in 
the  inn. 

Obviously,  Joseph  would  not  have 
had  to  pay  as  much  for  the  shelter 
of  the  stable,  so  we  ask  ourselves, 
what,  if  anything,  did  he  have  to 
pay  for  those  poor  accommodations? 
The  times  were  hard;  Roman  taxes 
were  high;  the  influx  of  visitors  at 
its  peak;  so  it  is  highly  unlikely  that 
even  the  poor  shelter  of  a  stable 
was  without  cost.  So  then,  we  must 
look  for  a  smaller  current  denomina¬ 
tion.  Although  the  Romans  issued 
a  small  silver  coin  termed  a  “quin- 
arius”  which  was  worth  one-half  of 
a  denarius;  as  well  as  bronzes  of 
various  sizes  such  as  the  “sestertius,” 
“dupondius,”  “aes”  (often  termed 
“greatbronze”  and  “middle  bronzes” 
respectively)  the  most  likely  candi¬ 
date  as  the  price  of  a  night’s  lodg¬ 
ing  in  the  stable  of  Bethlehem  was 
the  “lepton,”  a  small  bronze  issued 
in  great  profusion  in  Judea.  Due  to 
the  familiar  Bible  story  this  little 
coin  is  better  known  to  us  as  the 
“widow’s  mite,”  for  the  word  “lep¬ 
ton”  actually  means  “small.”  These 
“mites’  were  the  only  coins  which  the 
Roman  overlords  permitted  the  Ju¬ 
dean  local  authorities  to  issue,  and 
they  were  in  abundance  by  the  Jew¬ 
ish  kings  as  well  as  later  by  the 
Roman  Procurators  (Governors)  of 
Judea. 

At  the  birth  of  Christ  the  Jewish 
king  was  Herod  I.  He  reigned  from 
37  B.C.  to  4.  B.C.  and  during  this 
long  period  issued  a  variety  of  small 
bronzes.  It  was  partly  to  his  coins 
that  later  historians  were  able  to  es¬ 
tablish  that  the  Christian  Era  Chron¬ 


ology  was  worked  out  by  the  Monk, 
Dionysius,  in  the  6th  century  A.D., 
is  in  error;  and  by  this  still  current 
though  erroneous,  calendar,  Christ 
was  born  in  6  B.C.  and  almost  im¬ 
mediately  taken  to  Egypt,  where  the 
Holy  Family  lived  until  Herods  death 
in  4  B.C. 

The  earlier  coins  of  Herod  fea¬ 
ture  head-dress;  helmets;  and  tri¬ 
pods.  His  later  coins,  issued  more 
nearly  to  the  actual  time  of  the  birth 
of  Christ,  feature  various  combina¬ 
tions  of  anchors,  caduceus,  and 
cornucopiae  (medical  insignia  and 
horns  of  abundance,  respectively.) 
The  most  abundant  of  these  coins  is 
a  type  with  an  anchor  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  surrounded  by  an  inscription 
in  Greek  reading  “King  Herod.”  On 
the  reverse  is  a  caduceus  between 
two  cornucopiae, 

This  coin,  therefore,  is  most  likely 
to  have  been  the  one  we  presume 
Joseph  to  have  paid  for  the  night’s 
lodging  in  the  stable  of  Bethlehem, 
and  thus  we  are  justified  in  terming 
it  “The  First  Christmas  Coin.”  These 
little  bits  of  antiquity,  of  absorbing 
interest,  may  be  secured  for  only  a 
few  dollars  each,  much  less  than 
many  collectors  casually  pay  for 
contemporary  American  minor  coins 
which  were  minted  by  the  millions. 
So,  to  our  readers,  I  suggest  why 
not  give  yourselves  a  real  “Numis¬ 
matic  Christmas”  bv  purchasing  an 
inexpensive  ancient  coin  or  two 
for  your  collection  —  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  most  interesting  “conversation 
pieces.” 

- o - 


NEXT  MONTH  -  An  exclusive 
on  a  little  known  San  Antonio 
Mint;  a  section  on  the  coinage  of 
Japan;  a  special  feature  on  the 
Franklin  half  dollar;  and  much 
more  .  .  . 
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Stories  Relating  To 
Coins  Of  The  Bible 


Money  has  played  an  important 
part  in  the  history  of  civilization 
since  the  first  coins  were  issued  ap¬ 
proximately  700  years  before  Christ. 
Also,  since  the  last  book  of  the  New 
Testament  was  written,  the  Bible  has 
played  an  important  part  in  the  lives 
of  men. 

Since  so  many  people  are  interest¬ 
ed  in  coins  of  the  Bible— even  people 
who  are  not  true  numismatists— we 
can  combine  both  the  Bible  and  coins 
—and  get  some  of  the  stories  told 
by  these  coins  about  some  of  the 
people  written  of  in  Holy  Scripture. 

The  first  coin  we  will  consider  is 
the  quadrans  of  Constantine  the 
Great.  This  ruler,  who  was  on  the 
throne  between  306  and  337,  is  gen¬ 
erally  considered  to  have  been  the 


Above  is  shown  the  Tribute  Penny, 
silver  denarius,  with  Tiberius  Caesar 
on  the  obverse.  His  mother,  Livia,  is 
pictured  on  the  reverse. 


BY  LOUIS  GOODWIN, 
ODESSA,  TEXAS 

first  Christian  ruler.  This  was  be¬ 
cause.  prior  to  his  time,  if  one  wanted 
to  worship  God,  that  person  had  to 
do  so  in  private,  or  in  secret.  But, 
since  Constantine  himself  believed 
in  God,  he  permitted  open  worship. 
The  coin,  a  quadrans,  was  one-quar¬ 
ter  of  a  Roman  bronze  or  copper 
“penny.”  The  Romans  had  two  coins 
known  as  the  penny— the  copper  or 
bronze  aes,  and  the  silver  denarius. 
It  took  16  of  the  copper  or  bronze 
pieces  to  equal  one  silver  piece. 

The  next  coin  is  the  well  known 
Tribute  Penny  of  Tiberius.  The  22nd 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  as  well  as 
the  20th  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  tell  the 
story  of  this  coin.  The  Pharisees 
were  trying  to  trap  Jesus  in  his  talk, 
so  they  asked  Him  if  it  were  legal 
to  give  tribute  to  Casear.  But  He, 
knowing  their  thoughts,  asked  them 
“Why  do  you  test  me,  you  hypo¬ 
crites?  Show  me  the  coin  of  the 
tribute.”  When  they  showed  it  to 
Him  he  asked  “Whose  are  this  image 
and  the  inscription?”  They  said  to 
Then  He  said  to 
them  “Render,  therefore,  to  Caesar 
the  things  that  are  Caesar’s,  and  to 
God  the  things  that  are  God’s.”  The 
Caesar  written  about  in  this  story 
was  Tiberius,  who  was  on  the  throne 
during  our  Lord’s  earthly  reign.  The 
reverse  side  of  this  coin  shows  Livia, 
the  mother  of  Tiberius,  seated.  It 
was  worth  approximately  16  cents 
during  our  Lord’s  time  on  earth;  and 
according  to  the  Bible  it  was  the  pay 
for  an  entire  day’s  work  for  a  labor- 
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er.  And  the  laborer  worked  from 
sunrise  to  sunset  —  about  12  hours 
a  day. 

The  next  coin  is  an  aes,  or  cop¬ 
per  or  bronze  penny,  of  Augustus. 
This  ruler  was  in  power  from  29  BC 
to  14  AD',  and  was  on  the  throne 
when  Jesus  was  born.  The  next  coin 
is  the  aes  of  Claudius,  who  was  ruler 
from  41  to  54,  The  11th  chapter  of 
Acts  tells  the  story  of  a  severe  fam¬ 
ine  which  occurred  during  the  reign 
of  this  man. 

We  find  next  a  dupondius,  or  two¬ 
penny  coin,  of  Nero.  This  ruler  was 
on  the  throne  from  54  to  68.  Many 
people  wall  remember  the  name  of 
this  ruler  as  the  man  who  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  played  the  fiddle  while 
Rome  was  burning.  But  the  Bible 
names  him  as  the  ruler  to  whom  St. 
Paul  appealed  when  St.  Paul  was 
arrested. 

One  of  the  most  famous  (or  infa¬ 
mous,  if  you  wish)  coins  of  the 
Bible  is  the  shekel  of  Tyre,  often 
called  the  “30  pieces  of  silver.”  This 
piece  of  betrayal  money  represents 
one  of  the  30  pieces  for  which  our 


Silver  tetrad'rachm,  believed  to  be 
one  of  the  “30  Pieces  of  Silver”  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible.  Augustus  Caesar 
is  portrayed  on  the  obverse.  The  re¬ 
verse  carries  a  picture  of  the  seated 
Tyche,  city  goddess. 


Lord  was  betrayed.  It  was  equal  to 
four  denarii,  or  64  cents.  So,  Christ 
was  betrayed  for  the  paltry  sum  of 
only  $19.20.  You  can  read  of  this 
coin  and  of  the  infamous  deed,  in 
the  26th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  as 
well  as  in  the  14th  chapter  of  St. 
Mark. 

We  come  now  to  one  of  the  best 
known  coins  of  the  Bible.  This  small 
coin  is  the  lepton  or  “Widow’s  Mite” 
written  about  in  the  12th  chapter  of 
St.  Mark  and  the  21st  chapter  of 
St.  Luke.  It  was  valued  at  only  one- 
eighth  of  a  cent  (2  mites  make  a 
quadrans)  during  our  Lord’s  time 
on  earth. 

The  Biblical  story  of  this  coin  tells 
of  Jesus  watching  the  people  as  thev 
were  putting  money  into  the  treasury. 
Many  people  were  coming,  and 
many,  who  were  rich  were  casting 
in  large  sums  of  money  into  the 
monev  boxes.  Finally,  the  poor  old 
widow  came  by,  and  cast  in  two 
mites.  And  Jesus  said  that  she  had 
put  in  more  than  all  the  rest— be¬ 
cause  she  had  put  in  out  of  her  want, 
while  they  had  put  in  out  of  their 
abundance.  This  coin  has  been  nick¬ 
named  the  “mite”  because  it  would 
purchase  so  little. 

The  next  coin  to  be  discussed  is 
the  aes  of  Tiberius.  Remember,  we 
have  told  about  the  dinarius,  or  sil¬ 
ver  penny,  of  this  ruler.  So,  in  our 
Biblical  collection  we  have  both 
types  of  penny  of  the  ruler  who  was 
in  power  during  Jesus’s  time  on 
earth:  the  denarius  or  silver  penny 
and  the  aes  or  copper  or  bronze  pen¬ 
ny.  In  your  Bibles,  you  can  read 
of  Tiberius  in  the  third  chapter  of 
St.  Luke  and  in  the  22nd  chapter  of 
St.  Matthew. 

Now.  let  us  examine  the  coin 
known  in  the  Bible  as  the  “lost 
coin.”  The  15th  chapter  of  St.  Luke 
tells  of  this  drachma.  In  the  story, 
the  housewife  had  treasured  ten 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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Another  in  a  series  by  V.  J.  Van  Cleave  takes  the  reading  audience  back  to 
the  early  days  of  the  Denver,  Colorado  Branch  Mint.  Mr.  Van  Cleave  states 
that  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  has  furnished  excellent  and 
authoritative  information  for  these  articles. 


Early  Days  Of 
Denver  Mrancfi  MM 
Ke veals  Rugged  Pioneering 

By  V.  J.  Van  Cleave, 
Richardson,  Texas 


Gold  fever  and 
Indian  raids  are 
two  of  the  more 
fascinating  ingred¬ 
ients  of  the  early 
history  of  the 
Denver  mint.  The 
discovery  of  gold 
in  the  present 
state  of  Colorado 
was  made  on  the 
Platte  River  in 
1858,  and  its  allure 
in  from  everywhere 
where  the  rush  of 
impetus. 


Van  Cleave 


brought  hopefuls 
,  even  California 
’49  had  lost  its 


A  small  village  of  cottonwood  log 
cabins  named  Denver  City  became 
the  outfitting  point  for  these  prospec¬ 
tors  and  miners.  The  fortunate  ones 
mined  their  gold  by  placer  mining 
(panning  or  sluicing  operations  to 
find  gold  washed  down  from  its 
original  resting  place.) 

The  goldfields  were  linked  to 
civilization  only  by  wagon  or  stage 
routes  across  plains  inhabited  by  In¬ 
dians  made  hostile  by  this  further 
encroachment  on  their  lands.  This, 
combined  with  bandit  activity,  made 
it  hazardous  to  ship  gold.  To  allevi¬ 


ate  this  somewhat  and  to  meet  local 
needs,  three  private  firms— Clark, 
Gruber  &  Co.;  John  Parsonns  &  Col; 
and  John  Conway  6c  Co.— began  the 
making  of  gold  coins  (now  frequent¬ 
ly  called  Pikes  Peak  coins)  from  the 
dust  and  nuggets  of  the  miners.  One 
of  these  companies,  Clark-Gruber, 
put  into  circulation  a  large  quantity 
of  coins  in  a  period  of  two  years.  In 
1861,  coins  were  struck  in  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  $2.50,  $5.00,  $10.00 
and  $20.00. 

In  January,  1862,  Congress  re¬ 
ceived  a  proposal  from  the  Treasury 
Department  that  a  branch  mint  be 
established  at  Denver  for  the  strik- 
ing  of  gold  coins  and  it  was  ap¬ 
proved  April  21,  1862,  along  with 
an  appropriation  of  $75,000.  Propon¬ 
ents  cited  the  private  minting  ac¬ 
tivities  as  proof  of  need,  but  it  was 
to  be  a  long  time  before  coins  were 
actually  produced  by  the  Denver 
mint.  “The  hostility  of  the  Indian 
tribes  along  the  routes,  doubtless  in¬ 
stigated  by  rebel  emissaries  (there 
being  a  Civil  War)  and  bad  white 
men”  was  one  of  the  reasons  given 
later  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
for  the  Denver  plant  not  being  able 
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to  function  as  a  Branch  Mint. 

Meanwhile,  on  June  11,  1862, 
George  W.  Brown;  Samuel  E. 
Browne,  district  attorney;  and  Samuel 
H.  Elbert,  secretary  of  the  Territory; 
were  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  a  committee  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  purchase  of  the  Clark- 
Gruber  plant.  Dr.  Oscar  D.  Munson, 
formerly  connected  with  the  San 
Fransico  mint,  was  consultant.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  committee’s  favorable  re¬ 
port,  the  property  and  equipment 
were  purchased  for  $25,000.  Further 
action  was  required  by  Congress  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  get 
clear  title  to  the  land  involved  when 
it  was  discovered  that  Clark-Gruber 
had  preempted  the  site  in  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  land  office  and  had  no 
clear  title. 

This  was  cleared  up  in  April,  1863, 
and  following  the  installation  of  ma¬ 
chinery  constructed  in  the  East,  the 
institution  was  opened  in  the  latter 
part  of  September,  1863,  as  an  assay 
office.  Its  activities  were  confined  to 
melting  and  stamping  (without  re¬ 
fining)  the  bullion  brought  in  by 
miners.  Under  its  regulations,  the 
mint  was  to  accomplish  this  “within 
a  day  or  an  hour”  after  it  was  re¬ 
ceived.  The  bars  were  to  be  stamped 


as  to  the  “fineness”  (amount  of  gold 
and  silver  contained)  and  weight.  A 
device  bearing  the  American  eagle 
and  encircling  it  the  words  “U.S. 
Branch  Mint,  Denver”  were  also 
stamped  on  the  bar. 

The  mint  building,  incidentally, 
was  the  most  substantial  structure 
in  town,  and  as  such  was  used  to 
quarter  women  and  children  when 
Indian  raids  were  anticipated. 

A  superintendent,  assayer,  and 
coiner  had  been  appointed  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1862,  and  a  melter  and  refiner 
in  December,  and  the  facility  con¬ 
tinued  on  this  basis  until  1869,  when 
Congress  provided  that  it  should  be 
conducted  only  as  an  assay  office, 
with  an  assayer  in  charge  and  a  melt¬ 
er— the  amount  of  bullion  deposited 
not  justifying  its  continuance  as  a 
branch  mint  with  a  full  corps  of  of¬ 
ficers. 

An  interesting  by-product  from  the 
founding  of  the  mint  was  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  a  law  in  1 864  by  Congress 
prohibiting  private  coinage.  Prior  to 
this,  it  had  not  been  illegal  as  long 
as  the  coin  did  not  resemble  the 
designs  of  U.S.  coins. 

By  1867,  the  placer  gold  was  more 
and  more  difficult  to  find  and  miners 
turned  to  the  mining  of  underground 
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veins  of  ores  having  substantial  gold 
and  silver  content.  This  type  of  op¬ 
eration— the  crushing  and  pulveriz¬ 
ing  of  the  ore  and  the  extracting  of 
the  precious  metals— required  not  only 
special  machinery  and  skilled  labor 
but  also  rail  transportation.  For  this 
reason,  it  was  doubly  distressing  to 
the  citizens  of  Denver  when  the 
Union  Pacific  passed  to  the  north. 
Resolutely,  they  banded  together  and 
in  1870  a  rail  line  to  Chevenne,  Wy¬ 
oming,  was  completed.  Profitable 
mining  then  became  possible  and 
millionaires  were  made  in  such  storied 
camps  as  Cripple  Creek. 

When  federal  government  policies 
made  it  profitable  to  again  mine  sil¬ 
ver  a  decade  or  so  later,  the  slogan 
“Pike’s  Peak  or  Bust”  revived  as 
more  people  were  attracted  to  the 
area.  The  price  of  silver  became  one 
of  the  major  political  issues  of  the 
nation,  as  witness  William  Jennings 
Bryan’s  famous  “cross  of  gold” 
speech. 

Output  from  the  mines  of  Arizona, 
New  Mexico,  Colorado  and  Utah  in¬ 
creased  until  in  1895  the  precious 
metal  processed  by  the  Denver  as¬ 
say  office  exceeded  $5.6  million.  This 
activity  had  again  kindled  hopes  of  a 
branch  mint  at  Denver.  On  February 
20,  1895,  these  hopes  materialized 
by  an  Act  of  Congress.  March  2  saw 
the  appropriation  of  $100,000  for 
the  purchase  of  a  site  and  $500,000 
for  the  construction  of  a  building.  A 
site  was  purchased  April  22,  1896, 
at  a  cost  of  $60,261.71.  The  original 
appropriation  for  the  building  was 
later  increased  to  $800,228.71,  and 
further  increased  by  the  amount  re¬ 
ceived  from  selling  the  old  mint 
building. 

(As  a  note  of  interest,  these  figures 
compare  with  an  original  appropria¬ 
tion  of  $16.5  million  for  the  new 
mint  to  be  built  in  Philadelphia, 
since  increased  to  $21.2  million,  not 
including  the  cost  of  the  land.) 


The  Denver  mint  moved  into  its 
new  quarters  on  September  1,  1904. 
Officials  for  the  superintendency  and 
various  departments  were  named  Oc¬ 
tober  15.  That  year  also  saw  the  end 
of  sending  bullion  deposits  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  for  parting  and  refining. 
Coinage  operations  began  in  Feb¬ 
ruary',  1906. 

The  new  structure  had  two  floors 
above  ground  and  three  below.  It 
was  175  feet  long  and  100  feet  wide. 
The  facing,  up  to  and  including  the 
water  table,  is  Colorado  granite  with 
Arkins  granite  from  Maine  being  used 
above  it.  The  window  trim  is  of 
Tennessee  marble  and  the  interior 
features  Vermont  marble. 

The  decorations  of  the  main  cor¬ 
ridor  on  the  first  floor,  the  mezzanine 
floor,  and  the  second  floor  were 
finished  in  1909  under  the  direction 
of  John  Gibson,  a  member  of  an  old 
Philadelphia  firm,  which  also  furn¬ 
ished  three  mural  paintings  inside 
the  main  vestibule.  They  are  the 
work  of  an  Italian  named  Vincent 
Adriente.  Purely  symbolic,  they  typi¬ 
fy  Commerce,  Mining  and  Manufac¬ 
turing. 

The  Great  Seal  of  the  United 
States  was  placed  in  the  center  of 
the  vestibule  floor  in  the  form  of  a 
large  metal  casting.  Worn  smooth 
and  feared  unsafe  by  1961,  it  was  re¬ 
placed  by  a  mosaic. 

The  new  mint  incorporated  the 
latest  methods  and  machinery,  the 
coining  apparatus  having  been  built 
at  Philadelphia.  In  its  first  year  of 
use,  it  turned  out  gold  coins  with  a 
value  of  $23.8  million,  and  subsidiary 
coins  (halves,  quarters  and  dimes) 
amounting  to  $3.2  million.  Also  pro¬ 
duced  was  the  first  foreign  coinage 
struck  at  Denver  —  4.8  million  five 
peso  gold  pieces  for  the  government 
of  Mexico. 

All  existing  mint  law  had  been 
codified  by  the  Mint  Act  of  1873. 
Since  few  cents  or  nickels  were  used 
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in  the  West,  their  coinage  was  re¬ 
stricted  to  the  Philadelphia  mint. 
This  was  changed  in  1906,  and  in 
1911  the  striking  of  minor  coins  start¬ 
ed  at  the  Denver  mint,  12.6  million 
cents  being  produced  in  that  year. 
(Recent  output  has  been  around  2 
billion.) 

In  the  United  States,  as  opposed 
to  Europe,  it  has  always  been  the 
practice  to  conduct  refining  along 
side  coinage  operations  and  thus  be 
able  to  receive  crude  bullion.  The 
installation  of  a  refinery  at  the  Den¬ 
ver  mint  in  1906  was  a  momentous 
event  in  itself.  It  turned  out  $32 
million  in  refined  gold  and  silver 
in  its  first  six  months  of  operations. 
Now  suspended,  it  is  planned  to 
resume  this  refining  operation  in  the 
future. 

Through  the  years,  the  Denver 
mint  contributed  substantially  to  the 
nation’s  coinage  in  both  the  refining 
and  striking  fields.  Indeed,  the  coin¬ 
age  total  has  exceeded  that  of  the 
Philadelphia  mint  in  recent  times. 
This  required  additions  to  the  physi¬ 
cal  capacity.  In  1937  an  addition  was 
made  covering  an  area  approximately 
6,000  square  feet  and  consisting  of 
a  basement  and  two  stories.  Also  in¬ 
cluded  was  remodeling  of  the  old 
building,  the  installation  of  ten  coin¬ 
ing  presses,  added  vault  facilities, 
more  modern  protective  devices,  and 
an  electrical  precipitator. 

In  October,  1945,  ground  was 
broken  for  another  expansion  —  a 
three  story  addition  161  feet  long 
and  96  feet  wide  —  at  a  cost  of  more 
than  a  million  and  a  half  dollars.  This 
was  built  to  accommodate  large-scale 
rolling  equipment  patterned  after 
modern  brass  mill  operations.  It 
would  handle  a  bronze  ingot  weigh¬ 
ing  some  420  pounds. 

For  the  benefit  of  tourists  and 
others,  the  1945-46  improvements 
included  viewing  balconies  in  each 
of  the  first  two  floors.  Suspended 


under  the  24  foot  ceiling,  they  per¬ 
mit  spectators  to  look  down  on  the 
minting  operations. 

For  the  serious  student  of  the  coin 
minting  process,  the  following  are 
official  figures  released  by  the  Treas¬ 
ury  Department: 

In  the  ingot  room,  each  electric 
furnace  produces  in  an  eight  hour 
day  11  bronze,  10  cupro-nickel  or  15 
silver  ingots  which  are  60”  long, 
12-7/16”  wide  and  1-3/4”  thick.  The 
ingots  for  nickels  and  cents  weight 
about  420  pounds,  with  the  silver 
scaling  at  480. 

1  he  rolling  mill  is  powered  by  a 
350  horsepower  electric  motor  and 
exerts  1 00,000  pounds  of  pressure. 
Some  12  to  15  passes  through  the 
rolling  unit  is  required  to  form  the 
ingot  into  a  strip  1/4’  thick,  12  1/4” 
wide  and  37  feet  long.  This  hardens 
the  strip  so  that  it  must  be  annealed 
before  going  to  the  finishing  mill 
where  6  to  9  passes  produce  a  strip 
approximately  225  feet  long  which  is 
rolled  into  a  coil.  This  is  then  split 
into  two  coils,  each  being  5-7/8” 
wide. 

The  coils  feed  into  automatic  punch 
presses  which  run  at  the  rate  of 
250  strokes  per  minute,  each  stroke 
producing  8  cents,  7  nickels,  8  dimes, 
6  quarters,  or  5  halves.  A  chopper 
cuts  up  the  unused  portion  of  the 
strip.  In  1962,  the  Denver  mint  had 
29  coining  presses  dating  from  1876 
to  1906.  Cents,  nickels  and  dimes 
are  dual  stamped.  One  press  can  pro¬ 
duce  as  many  as  270  cents  per  min¬ 
ute. 

The  pressure  required  is  consid¬ 
erable:  30  tons  for  a  cent  or  dime, 
60  tons  for  a  quarter,  75  for  a  nickel, 
and  100  tons  for  a  half  dollar.  The 
coins  are  spot  checked  for  imperfec¬ 
tions. 

Working  dies  will  last  about  1,- 
500,000  strikes  for  cents,  400,000  for 
nickels,  and  700,000  to  800,000 

(Continued  on  Page  17) 
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Gold  Welcome  —  Silver  Betrayed 


Money  Played  Important 

Role  In  Life  Of  Christ 


BY  ED  NEUCE, 
COIN  WORLD 

As  we  approach  the  annual  festival 
of  Christinas  we  will  set  our  coin 
collections  aside,  gathering  with  our 
families  and  friends  to  commemorate 
the  birth  of  Christ,  but  most  of  us 
will  be  unable  to  set  aside  the  fact 
that,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
money,  in  one  form  or  another, 
played  a  role  in  the  life  of  our 
Saviour. 

Christ  is  born! 

When  the  wise  men  journeyed  in 
their  search  for  the  new  born  King 
they  carried  gold.  Whether  or  not 
this  gold  was  in  the  form  of  coin, 
we  do  not  know. 

Matthew,  in  Chapter  Two,  Verses 
10  and  11,  tells  us,  “When  they 
saw  the  star,  they  rejoiced  exceeding¬ 
ly  with  great  joy;  and  going  into  the 
house  they  saw  the  child  with  Mary, 
His  mother,  and  they  fell  down  and 
worshipped  Him.  Then,  opening  their 
treasures,  they  offered  Him  gifts, 
gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh. 

Christ  is  betrayed! 

When  the  chief  priests  were  look¬ 
ing  for  Jesus,  Judas  Iscariot  approach¬ 
ed  them  and  asked,  “What  will  you 
give  me  if  I  deliver  Him  to  you? 
The  priests  told  Judas  to  point  out 
Jesus  and  they  would  reward  him 
with  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  from 
that  moment  Judas  sought  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  betray  Him. 

We  learn,  then,  that  money  had  a 
part  in  the  welcoming  of  Christ  to 
earth,  and  that  it  was  instrumental 


in  His  death.  He  was  welcomed  with 
gold  and  betrayed  for  silver,  and  dur¬ 
ing  His  life  on  earth  money  figured 
prominently  in  His  teachings. 

In  the  first  book  of  the  New 
Testament  we  find  many  mentions 
of  money.  In  Matt.  5:25-26  Jesus 
said,  “Make  friends  quickly  with 
your  accuser,  while  you  are  going 
with  him  to  court,  lest  your  accuser 
hand  you  over  to  the  judge,  and  the 
judge  to  the  guard,  and  you  be  put 
in  prison;  truly,  I  say  to  you,  you 
will  never  get  out  till  you  have  paid 
the  last  penny.” 

When  Jesus  sent  his  disciples  out, 
Matt.  10:8-9,  he  said,  “Heal  the  sick, 
raise  the  dead,  cleanse  lepers,  cast 
out  demons.  You  received  without 
pay,  give  without  pay.  Take  no  gold, 
nor  silver,  nor  copper  in  your  belts.” 

During  Christ’s  stay  on  earth,  even 
as  today,  taxes  were  a  part  of  daily 
life.  What  did  He  think  about  taxes? 
One  answer  can  be  found  in  Matt. 
17:24-27. 

“When  they  came  to  Capernaum, 
the  collectors  of  the  half-shekel  tax 
went  up  to  Peter  and  said,  ‘’Does  not 
your  teacher  pay  the  tax?  He  said, 
‘Yes.’  And  when  he  came  home, 
Jesus  spoke  to  him  first,  saying  ‘What 
do  you  think,  Simon?  From  whom  do 
kings  of  the  earth  take  toll  or  tribute? 
From  their  sons  or  from  others? 
And  when  he  said,  ‘From  others.’ 
Jesus  said  to  him,  1  hen  the  sons  are 
free.  However,  not  give  offense  to 
them,  go  to  the  sea  and  cast  a  hook, 
and  take  the  first  fish  that  comes 
up,  and  when  you  open  its  mouth 
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you  will  find  a  shekel;  take  that  and 
give  it  to  them  for  yourself.” 

Other  mentions  of  money  in  the 
New  Testament,  taking  only  the  book 
of  Matthew,  include: 

Matt.  18:23-24.  “Therefore  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  may  be  com¬ 
pared  to  a  king  who  wished  to  settle 
accounts  with  his  servants.  When  he 
oegan  reckoning,  one  was  brought 
to  him  who  owed  him  ten  thousand 
talents.” 

A  footnote  in  the  Bible  explains 
that  this  “talent”  was  probably  worth 
about  $1,000.  The  dictionary  tells  us 
that  among  the  ancients,  the  talent 
was  a  weight  and  money  of  account 
of  varying  value,  usually  large.  The 
Hebrew  gold  talent  being  valued  at 
$32,640,  and  the  silver  at  $2,176. 

Matt.  1S:28.  “But  that  same  ser¬ 
vant.  as  he  went  out.  came  upon  one 
of  his  fellow  servants  who  owed  him 
a  hundred  denarri,  and  seizing  him 
by  the  throat  he  said,  ‘Pay  what  you 
owe  me,’ 

The  denarius  at  that  time  was 
worth  about  20  cents. 

We  find  other  mentions  of  the  de¬ 
narius  in  Matthew. 

Matt.  20:2.  “After  agreeing  with 
the  laborers  for  a  denarius  a  day,  he 
sent  them  into  the  vineyard.” 

Matt.  20:13.  “But  he  replied  to 
one  of  them,  ‘Friend,  I  am  doing 
you  no  wrong;  did  you  not  agree 
with  me  for  a  denarius?” 

Most  collectors  are  familiar  with 
the  words  found  in  Matt.  23:17-21. 
“Tel!  us,  then,  what  you  think.  Is 
it  lawful  to  pay  taxes  to  Caesar,  or 
not?”  But  Jesus,  aware  of  their  malice, 
said,  “Why  put  me  to  the  test,  you 
hypocrites?  Show  me  the  money  for 
the  tax.”  And  they  brought  him  a 
coin.  And  Jesus  said  to  them,  “Whose 
likeness  and  inscription  is  this?”  They 
said,  “Caesar’s.”  Then  he  said  to 
them,  “Pender  therefore  to  Caesar 
the  things  that  are  Caesar’s,  and  to 
God  the  things  that  are  God’s.” 

There  are  many  other  mentions  of 


money  in  the  New  Testament.  Mat¬ 
thew  tells  us  that  when  Judas,  His 
betrayer,  saw  that  He  was  con¬ 
demned,  he  repented  and  brought 
back  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  to  the 
chief  priests  and  the  elders,  saying, 
“I  have  sinned  in  betraying  innocent 
blood.”  They  said,  “What  is  that  to 
us?  See  to  it  yourself.”  And  throwing 
down  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  in 
the  temple,  he  departed;  and  he  went 
and  hanged  himself. 

The  chief  priests  picked  up  the 
coins  saving,  “It  is  not  lawful  to  put 
them  into  the  treasury,  since  they  are 
blood  money.”  So  according  to  Mat¬ 
thew,  they  took  counsel,  and  bought 
with  them,  the  potter’s  field,  to  bury 
strangers  in. 

“Then  was  fulfilled  what  had  been 
spoken  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah, 
saying,  ‘And  they  took  the  thirty 
pieces  of  silver,  the  price  of  Him  on 
whom  a  mice  had  been  set  by  some 
of  the  sons  of  Israel,  and  they  gave 
them  for  the  potter’s  field,  as  the 
Lord  directed  me.’  ’ 

Yes,  there  are  many  mentions  of 
money  in  the  New  Testament,  and 
we  as  collectors  are  interested  in  any 
mention  of  money. 

However,  there  is  a  much  greater 
lesson  to  be  learned.  I  have  prupose- 
tv  left  out  many  references,  hoping 
to  ignite  within  readers  the  desire  to 
read  more  about  mentions  of  money 
in  the  Bible,  and  while  reading  it 
is  my  further  hope  that  these  readers 
will  forget  numismatics  for  a  mom¬ 
ent  and  let  the  true  spirit  of  this 
Christmas  season  take  over. 

(The  above  article  appeared’  in 
the  December  23,  1964  issue  of  Coin 
World  and  TNA  News  is  indebted 
to  Mr.  Neuce  for  allowing  us  to  re¬ 
print  it  in  our  Christmas  edition.) 

- o - 

ARMENIA  COIN 

Khori  is  a  billon  coin  of  Armenia. 
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COMMENTS  ON 
EDUCTIONAL  PROGRAMS 

In  the  past  three  years  several  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  have  joined  the  ranks 
of  coin  collecting.  Many  of  these 
people  were  hired  to  coin  collecting 
by  stories  of  fantastic  prices  and  big 
profits  —  quick. 

For  a  while  this  was  true,  even 
to  some  extent  in  single  coins,  but 
the  big  business  and  big  profits  exist¬ 
ed  for  about  two  years  in  the  buy¬ 
ing  and  selling  of  uncirculated  rolls. 
Even  late  date  rolls  for  a  while 
brought  big  premiums. 

Thousands  of  these  new  collec¬ 
tors  joined  a  coin  club.  Fortunately, 
many  of  these  new  collectors  became 
acquainted  with  some  “old’’  collec¬ 
tors  from  whom  they  learned  the 
real  joy  and  interest  that  could  be 
theirs  in  this  hobby. 

During  this  period  many  new  coins 
were  caught  up  in  this  atmosphere 
and  put  more  emphasis  on  the  auc¬ 
tion  than  a  good  program  at  the 
monthly  meetings.  But  today  collec¬ 
tors  through  their  clubs  are  using 
the  program  to  share  with  others 
“the  why”  of  their  interest  in  the 
hobby.  Some  clubs  who  fail  to  do 
this  will  soon  lose  most  of  their  at¬ 
tendance.  Some  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  and  educational  programs  I  have 
been  privileged  to  hear  have  been  bv 
some  collector  who  was  interested  in 
only  two  or  three  types  of  coins. 

Programs  on  commemorative  coins 
are  not  only  interesting  but  very  edu¬ 
cational.  In  my  opinion  a  program 
on  commemorative  coins  should  nev¬ 
er  cover  more  than  three  or  four 
coins  and  preferably  one  coin. 

Every  commemorative  has  a  most 
interesting  history.  Some  commem¬ 
orate  the  life  of  an  individual  or 
some  event  in  history  such  as  the 


BY  WELDON  SURBER 
SAN  ANGELO,  TEXAS 

founding  of  a  state,  city,  trail,  or  an 
Act  of  Congress,  or  some  exposition. 
All  merit  our  study,  for  most  com¬ 
memorate  some  phase  of  the  build¬ 
ing  of  this  great  nation  with  free¬ 
doms  unknown  to  the  human  race, 
since  the  beginning  of  nations  or 
empires.  A  research  into  the  back¬ 
ground  of  each  commemorative  will 
draw  you  much  closer  to  this  type  of 
coin. 

A  program  on  the  presidential 
coins,  what  each  president  contrib¬ 
uted  to  this  nation  and  some  of  his 
personal  life,  his  joys  and  hardships 
is  most  interesting  and  educational. 
A  program  on  type  coins,  the  rea¬ 
sons  and  discussions  or  why  the 
change  in  each  type  is  another  in¬ 
teresting  program. 

I  believe  the  most  interesting 
study  of  all  is  on  the  antiquity  of 
coins.  This  is  what  first  drew  me  to 
the  hobby.  My  son  and  I  came  into 
possession  of  a  complete  set  of  large 
cents.  I  was  intrigued  by  them,  for 
the  large  cent  came  into  existence 
at  the  beginning  of  this  nation.  All 
of  these  large  cents  were  circulated 
and  I  could  not  help  but  meditate 
on  who  had  handled  each  coin  and 
the  part  thev  played  in  building  this 
nation.  I  noticed  the  chain  and 
wreath  cent  of  1793  and  sought  to 
find  out  why  the  change  in  the  same 
year.  After  some  research,  the  answer 
was  found  in  one  of  the  many  fine 
books  on  the  hobby. 

Some  of  our  Congressmen  felt  that 
the  chain  on  the  reverse  of  the  cent 
was  incompatible  with  the  freedom 
of  the  nation,  so  the  dies  were 
changed  to  the  wreath.  The  Liberty 
Cap  cent  is  another  interesting  study. 
Why  the  Liberty  Cap  and  why  on 
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a  pole  and  not  on  Liberty’s  head? 
This  study  will  take  you  back  to  the 
days  of  the  Roman  Empire  to  a  small 
place  called  Phrygia.  The  study  of 
the  Liberty  Cap  will  show  how  dear 
freedom  was  to  our  forefathers. 

The  1799  large  cent  struck  the 
year  George  Washington  died  brings 
to  mind  the  part  he  had  in  establish- 
lishing  the  first  mint.  How  the 
people  felt  about  his  death  is  con¬ 
tained  in  President  Adams’  address 
to  Congress  in  regard  to  Washington 
and  closes  with  these  prophetic 
words,  “His  example  is  now  complete, 
and  it  will  teach  wisdom  and  virtue 
to  magistrates,  citizens  and  men,  not 
only  in  the  present  age,  but  in  fu¬ 
ture  generations,  as  long  as  our  his¬ 
tory  shall  be  read.” 

While  writing  this  I  happened  to 
pick  up  an  1805  large  cent.  On  the 
back  of  the  holder  is  written,  “The 
Year  Aaron  Burr  was  tried  for  treas¬ 
on”— the  man  who  might  have  been 
president  in  place  of  Jefferson! 

The  history  that  corresponds  to  the 
coins  of  antiquity  make  interesting 
programs.  Interesting  programs  make 
good  coin  club  meetings.  Let’s  put 
education  back  into  the  metings;  let’s 
study  coins,  too,  not  just  prices. 

Kentucky  Platinum 

Discovery  of  platinum  has  been 
reported  in  northeastern  Kentucky 
in  Elliott  County. 

Samples  taken  by  core  drillings 
and  at  random  on  the  surface  show 
major  concentrates  of  platinum  as 
well  as  industrial  diamonds,  gold 
and  silver. 

- o - 

DENVER  MINT  - 

(Continued  from  Page  13) 

strikes  for  silver  coins.  Worn-out 
dies  are  destroyed. 

For  a  final  statistic,  the  automatic 
counters  function  at  the  rate  of  2,000 
coins  per  minute. 


25  Centuries  Of  Coins 

A  coin  collection  on  loan  from  the 
City  National  Bank  and  Trust  Co.  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  was  on  display 
recently  at  the  McAllen  State  Bank, 
ranging  from  the  coins  of  the  an¬ 
cient  world,  five  centuries  B.C.  to 
the  19th  and  20th  century,  and  rep¬ 
resented  more  than  a  dozen  coun¬ 
tries  and  governing  bodies. 

Emphasis  had  been  placed  on  coin¬ 
age  that  was  channeled  into  world 
trade  throughout  the  centuries. 

- o - 

STORIES  RELATING  - 

(Continued  from  Page  9) 

drachmas.  When  she  lost  one  of 
her  precious  keepsakes,  she  lit  all  the 
lamps  in  the  house,  and  swept  the 
house  carefully  until  she  found  the 
coin.  When  she  found  the  coin,  she 
called  together  her  friends  and 
neighbors,  saying  “Rejoice  with  me, 
for  I  have  found  the  drachma  that  I 
had  lost.”  This  coin  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  there  will  be  joy  in  heaven 
over  just  one  sinner  who  repents. 

Our  last  coin  in  this  Biblical  col¬ 
lection  is  a  quadrans,  or  quarter  pen¬ 
ny,  of  Claudius,  which  was  struck  in 
42  A.D.  The  COS  II,  dates  the  coin  as 
being  made  in  42,  since  it  was  in 
that  year  that  Claudius  was  given 
the  Senatorial  honor  of  “Consul”  for 
the  second  time.  This  is  one  method 
numismatists  have  of  dating  ancient 
coins.  The  tenth  chapter  of  S't.  Mat¬ 
thew  mentions  this  coin  when  the 
question  is  asked  “Are  not  two  spar¬ 
rows  sold  for  a  quadrans?” 

Thus,  we  have  some  of  the  stories 
connected  with  some  of  the  coins 
mentioned  in  our  Bibles.  Why  not 
take  time,  now,  to  open  your  Bibles, 
and  read  these  stories  to  gain  an 
even  deeper  insight  into  some  of  the 
coins  that  Jesus  knew? 
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LINKS  TO  THE  PAST 


PART  TWELVE 


U.  S.  COMMEMORATIVE  HALVES 
RECALL  MEMORIES  &  MEMORIALS 

By  WELDON  SURBER 
San  Angelo  Standard-Times 


WALTER  RALEIGH  HONORED 

The  Roanoke 
commemor  a  t  i  v  e 
half  -  dollar  was 
authorized  by  Con¬ 
gress  in  1936  to 
commemorize  the 
350th  anniversary 
of  the  landing  of 
Sir  Walter  Ra¬ 

leigh’s  colony  on 
Roanoke  Island, 

N.  C.,  and  the 

birth  of  Virginia  Dare. 

While  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  never 

set  foot  on  American  soil,  he  was 
responsible  for  the  first  serious  at¬ 
tempt  to  colonize  America  for  Eng¬ 
land.  A  favorite  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
Raleigh  was  an  imposing  personali¬ 
ty,  tall  and  handsome  with  a  keen 
wit  and  courtly  manners.  History 
says  of  Raleigh  that  “he  was  proud 
and  haughty  with  a  brilliant  mind 

and  a  daring  imagination.”  Though 
a  brave  soldier  and  fighter,  his  great¬ 


est  title  to  fame  rests  on  his  efforts 
to  colonize  the  New  World  for  Eng¬ 
land. 

Raleigh’s  first  expedition  to  col¬ 
onize  the  New  World  for  England 
explored  the  Carolina  coast.  Its  fav¬ 
orable  report  caused  Raleigh  to  send 
out  a  colonv  which  settled  on  Roan- 
oke  Island.  The  settlers  returned 
to  England  due  to  the  bloody  con¬ 
flicts  with  the  Indians.  Raleigh  sent 
another  colony  in  1587  under  John 
White  as  governor.  Shortly  after  this 
group  landed,  Virginia  Dare  was 
born,  the  first  English  child  to  be 
born  on  American  soil.  Gov.  White 
returned  to  England  for  supplies, 
leaving  his  colony  on  Roanoke  Is¬ 
land. 

When  the  governor  returned  with 
supplies,  the  settlers  were  gone,  in¬ 
cluding  his  daughter  and  his  grand¬ 
daughter,  Virginia  Dare.  No  trace 
was  ever  found  of  any  member  of 
this  colony.  History  calls  it  the  “Lost 
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Colony.” 

Raleigh  sent  out  expedition  after 
expedition,  but  not  one  survived.  Up 
until  the  time  of  Raleigh,  England 
did  not  own  any  land  in  America. 
While  the  Queen  financed  his  expi- 
ditions,  she  refused  to  let  Raleigh 
lead  any  expedition  in  person.  Queen 
Elizabeth  was  quite  jealous  where 
Sir  Walter  was  concerned  and  when 
he  married  one  of  the  Queen’s  maids 
of  honor,  his  influence  was  gone. 

When  James  I  ascended  to  the 
throne  in  1603,  he  stripped  Raleigh 
of  all  his  privileges  and  condemned 
him  to  death.  Public  opinion  caused 
King  James  to  commute  the  sentence 
to  life  imprisonment.  One  of  Ra¬ 
leigh’s  enemies  said  of  him,  “When 
the  trial  began  I  would  have  gone  a 
thousand  miles  to  see  Raleigh  hanged; 
before  the  trial  closed.  1  would  have 
gone  a  thousand  miles  to  save  his 
life.” 

Raleigh’s  wife  and  son  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  live  with  him  in  prison. 
While  in  prison,  he  wrote  three  vol¬ 
umes  on  a  history  of  the  world. 

After  13  years,  he  persuaded  the 
king  to  release  him  to  explore  for 
gold  for  the  king.  Raleigh  later  fell 
into  disfavor  again  and  King  James 
had  him  re-arrested  under  the  old 
sentence  and  ordered  him  executed 
in  1618.  Raleigh  never  lost  his  poise, 
even  on  the  scaffold.  He  asked  to 
see  the  ax  and  touching  the  edge, 
said.  “This  is  sharp  medicine,  but 
it  is  a  sure  cure  for  all  diseases.’ 
Thus  died  the  man  who  gave  the 
first  big  push  to  the  movement  of 
English  colonization  which  produced 
the  United  States. 

On  one  side  of  this  half-dollar  is 
a  bust  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  wear- 
:ng  a  ruffled  collar  and  a  plumed 
hat.  On  the  other  side  is  a  figure 
representing  Elinor  Dare  with  Vir¬ 
ginia  Dare  in  her  arms,  and  a  sail¬ 
ing  ship  of  that  period  appears  on 
each  side. 

While  50,000  of  these  half-dollars 
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were  minted,  only  29,030  are  in 
existence  because  21,000  were  re¬ 
turned  to  the  mint  to  be  melted. 

EARLY  ROMAN  HISTORY 
SHOWS  COIN  EXCHANGE 

In  the  very  beginning  of  Rome, 
about  the  6th  century  B.  C.,  crude 
coins  were  issued  as  a  medium  of 
exchange.  These  coins  were  cast.  It 
was  not  until  about  280  B.C.  that 
Rome  struck  its  coins.  Most  of  these 
were  patterned  after  the  early  Greek 
coin. 

About  175  B.C.,  Rome  issued  the 
denarius,  a  silver  coin.  After  Rome’s 
final  victory  over  Carthage  in  146 
B.C.,  the  denarius  emerged  as  the 
standard  coin  and  remained  in  exist¬ 
ence  about  400  years. 

The  denarius  pictured  was  mint¬ 
ed  between  235  and  238  A.D.,  din¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  Maximinus  I,  who 
was  a  man  of  great  size  and  strength. 
Mamiminus  was  a  tyrant,  so  cruel 
his  own  soldiers  killed  him.  The  por¬ 
trait  on  the  denarius  shown  here  is 
of  Mamiminus  I. 

The  copper  coin  is  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  coin.  It  was  issued  during  the 
reign  of  the  infamous  Nero,  54-68 
A.D.  Nero  began  his  reign  at  the 
age  of  17.  Historians  say  he  was  a 
handsome  youth  with  much  talent 
and  a  soft  heart.  His  tutor  was 
Seneca,  the  wise  philosopher  and 
moralist.  It  was  only  a  short  time 
before  Nero’s  evil  traits  began  to  de- 


EARLY  TYPE 
.  .  .  Roman  denarius 


19 


velop,  and  no  wonder.  His  mother, 
during  a  previous  marriage  to  Claud¬ 
ius,  emperor  of  Rome,  had  a  son  in 
line  to  succeed  to  the  throne.  Nero’s 
mother,  Agrippina,  influenced  Claud¬ 
ius  to  put  aside  his  own  son,  Britan- 
nicus,  in  favor  of  Nero.  She  was  im¬ 
patient  to  see  her  son  on  the  throne 
and  had  Claudius  poisoned. 

After  Nero  became  emperor  he 
had  Britannicus  poisoned  and  his 
mother  killed  by  his  swordsmen.  He 
put  to  death  two  wives  and  another 
woman  who  refused  to  marry  him. 

When  the  great  fire  started  which 
destroyed  Rome  and  Nero  was  re- 


NERO’S  COIN 
.  .  .  Bust  barely  visible 


OPEN  DOOR 
.  .  .  Fooled  Romans 


ported  seen  playing  his  fiddle  and 
singing  verses  about  the  burning  of 
Troy,  it  was  rumored  that  Nero  had 
started  the  fire.  To  free  himself 
from  suspicion,  Nero  put  the  blame 
upon  Christians  who  thought  the 
world  would  soon  be  destroyed  by 
the  fire.  Christians  were  tied  to 
posts,  covered  with  pitch  and  set 
afire.  Others  were  tied  in  sheepskins 
and  dogs  chewed  them  to  death. 

Nero  was  a  coward.  He  fled  when 
the  Senate  gained  control  and  sen¬ 
tenced  him  to  death.  In  hiding,  he 
heard  the  horseman  coming  to  get 
him.  He  had  his  attendant  cut  his 
veins  in  his  arm  and  bled  to  death 
at  the  age  of  31. 

On  the  obverse  of  this  coin  is  a 
bust  of  Nero.  On  the  reverse  is  the 
Temple  of  Janus  with  the  door  closed. 
If  there  was  a  war,  it  was  kept  open. 
When  peace  was  in  Rome  the  temple 
door  was  closed.  Nero  kept  it  closed, 
regardless  of  war,  to  keep  the  people 
looled.  His  persecution  of  Christians 
was  the  first  of  the  10  great  perse¬ 
cutions  from  this  period  to  312  A.D. 
when  Constantine  the  Great  became 
emperor. 

Most  Roman  coins  have  an  interest¬ 
ing  history.  Brutus  had  a  coin  issued 
after  he  stabbed  Caesar  to  death,  and 
f.n  the  coin’s  reverse  was  the  likeness 
of  the  dagger  he  used. 

- o - 

Examination  of  Coins 

Collectors  may  send  coins  thought 
to  be  questionable  as  to  authenticity 
for  inspection  by  the  technical  staff 
at  the  Treasury  Department,  office 
of  the  director  of  the  mint. 

However,  if  any  coin  submitted 
to  the  Washington  office  is  found  to 
be  counterfeit  .or  otherwise  in  con¬ 
travention  of  the  law,  it  will  not  be 
returned.  Such  pieces  are  delivered 
to  the  Chief  of  the  United  States 
S’ecret  Service,  Washington,  D.C.  for 
appropriate  action. 
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The  1965  A.N.A.  convention  in 
Houston  is  now  a  pleasant  memory. 
In  the  November  issue  of  The  Numis¬ 
matist  a  review  of  the  highlights  will 
refresh  the  memory  of  those  who  en¬ 
joyed  the  convention.  Also  may  be 
found  in  this  isssue  a  list  of  the  ex¬ 
hibit  winners  and  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointments  made  by  President  Roth- 
ert. 

The  drive  for  contributions  to  the 
A.N.A.  headquarters  building  fund 
is  continuing.  Checks  or  gifts  of  coins 
may  be  sent  to  the  Secretary’s  office 
in  Phoenix,  Arizona.  The  number  of 
250  Clubs  (those  having  given  $250 
or  more)  is  growing.  Is  your  club 
one  of  these? 

A  report  from  the  A.N.A.  Board 
of  Directors  after  a  series  of  meet¬ 
ings,  held  during  the  Middle  Atlantic 
Numismatic  Association  convention 
in  Richmond,  Virginia.  October  21-23, 
indicates  much  progressive  thinking 
which  should  result  in  an  up-grading 
of  our  association. 

Among  actions  taken  was  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  an  A.N.A.  coin  theft 
reward  fund  for  which  the  board  set 
aside  $10,000  from  the  general  fund 
and  has  received  assurances  that  oth¬ 
er  organizations  will  contribute  to 
the  fund. 

Also  approved  was  a  plan  for  the 
issuance  of  rewards  bv  the  associa- 

J 

tion  in  recognition  of  outstanding  ex¬ 
hibits  at  A.N.A.  member  club  meet¬ 
ings  similar  to  the  educational 
awards  for  numismatic  talks  which 
have  proved  very  popular. 

Other  items  receiving  attention  in 
the  meetings  were:  ideas  for  increas¬ 
ing  membership;  recognition  of  the 
important  role  of  young  numisma¬ 
tists;  acceptance  of  the  invitation  of 
the  Missouri  Numismatic  Society  of 
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Corpus  Christi,  Texas 
A.N.A.  Representative 

St.  Louis  to  hold  the  1970  A.N.A. 
convention  in  that  city;  approval  of 
the  general  design  of  the  3”  diame¬ 
ter  special  commemorative  medal  in 
bronze,  at  a  moderate  cost  to  mem¬ 
bers,  planned  for  release  at  the  dia¬ 
mond  anniversary  convention  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  August  16-20,  1966;  and  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  audio-visual  educa¬ 
tion  activities  of  the  association. 

All  these  things  point  to  an  in¬ 
creased  value  of  A  N.A.  member¬ 
ship.  Are  you  a  member? 

A  final  thought  —  at  a  recent 
coin  show  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  R.  A. 
McCowan  and  Louis  H.  Harrison  fea¬ 
tured  a  brief  history  of  A.N.A.,  along 
with  medals  and  badges  from  the 
conventions  they  have  attended,  in 
an  eye-catching  display.  A  display  of 
this  type  is  to  be  desired  at  all  local 
shows  as  an  encouragement  to  the 
increased  membership  in  A.N.A.  Let’s 
face  it!  A.N.A.  is  the  biggest  —  It’s 
great!  —  Let’s  support  it! 

- o - 

Silver  Substitute 

Las  Vegas  night  clubs  and  hotel 
casinos,  unable  to  keep  a  supply  of 
silver  dollars  on  hand  for  their  cus¬ 
tomers,  had  dollar-size  tokens  made 
as  substitutes  for  slot  machines  and 
gaming  tables. 

Coin  collectors  have  added  the 
tokens  to  their  collections.  It  costs 
only  about  twenty-five  cents  to 
“mint”  each  slug. 

- o - 

Inquiry  From  Rome 

The  TNA  News  recently  had  a 
request  sent  from  Rome,  Italy  for 
sample  copies.  The  requests  came 
from  Celletti  Berto,  Via  Premuda 
I  A. 
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JUNIOR  REAPIN'  ROUNDUP 


The  Young  Numismatists  of  Har¬ 
lingen,  only  junior  club  holding 
membership  in  the  Texas  Numismatic 
Association,  has  begun  Fall  activities 
with  renewed  interest  in  printing  a 
monthly  bulletin. 

Members  meet  at  the  Central 


Power  &  Light  Company  building  on 
the  first  and  third  Mondays  at  7:30 
p.m.  Six  were  present  at  the  October 
i8  meeting. 

All  members  gave  reports  on  what 
kind  of  coins  they  are  collecting, 
followed  by  an  auction.  John  Lewis, 
Club  Attorney. 

♦ 


REVIEWING... 

By  LOUIS  GOODWIN,  ODESSA,  TEXAS 
T.N.A.  LIBRARY  COMMITTEE  MEMBER 


HERALDY  and  WORLD  COIN¬ 
AGE  written  by  Harrison  E.  Thur¬ 
man  is  reviewed  by  M.  D.  Turner. 
(This  book  is  not  yet  in  the  T.N.A. 
Memorial  Library,  but  I  will  loan 
my  personal  copy  if  any  one  is  in¬ 
terested.— Wally  Gilmore,  Librarian). 

Just  how  much  pleasure  and  en¬ 
joyment  do  you  derive  from  your 
coin  collecting?  The  amount  of  time 
and  money  spent  in  the  study  of  the 
designs  on  your  coins  will  determine 
this. 

Harrison  E.  Thurman  has  edited  a 
publication  to  aid  and  bring  to  light 
many  unknown  designs  to  the  av¬ 
erage  collector.  There  are  201  illus¬ 
trations  that  display  coats  of  arms, 
shields,  scroll  shields,  helms,  mantl- 
ings,  and  wreaths  and  crests.  These 
terms  are  explained  in  detail  and 
are  used  throughout  the  text. 

Page  14  illustrates  a  system  of 
color  code  of  arms  that  was  used  in 
certain  countries  in  the  early  1600’s 
and  is  still  used  currently  in  some 
of  the  countries.  Examine  the  lines 
of  the  shield  on  a  United  States  two 
cent  piece  and  give  the  colors  that 
are  depicted.  It  is  easy  after  referring 
to  Chapter  3. 

Also,  there  are  19  kinds  of  lines 
besides  a  straight  line  used  on  coin¬ 
age.  Page  16  contains  an  illustrated 


chart  of  this. 

What  is  a  charge  on  a  coin?  Your 
reviewer  found  this  chapter  to  be 
one  of  the  highlights  of  this  75  page 
publication.  You  will  be  in  for  a 
pleasant  surprise  if  you  have  not  al¬ 
ready  discovered  this  phase  of  iden¬ 
tification.  The  Glossary  of  this  edi¬ 
tion  contains  many  terms  and  defi¬ 
nitions  that  bring  out  the  finer  arts 
in  numismatics. 

To  reap  a  full  harvest  of  enjoy¬ 
ment  from  your  hobby,  spend  some 
time  on  the  study  of  the  designs  on 
your  coins.  Heraldy  and  World  Coin¬ 
age  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  you 
along  this  line. 

(R  13)— PICTURE  BOOK  OF  AN¬ 
CIENT  COINS  by  Fred  Reinfield 
and  Burton  Hobson  is  reviewed  by 
Louis  R.  Goodwin. 

This  book  is  an  easy  to  read  and 
easy  to  understand  64-page  book 
which  combines  ancient  coins  and 
ancient  history  in  a  fascinating  story. 

If  you  are  interested  in  ancient 
coins,  ancient  history  or  just  plain 
interesting  reading,  you  must  read 
this  book.  Many  photographs  of  some 
of  the  most  beautiful  of  ancient  coins 
are  shown,  and  for  your  numismatic 
knowledge  you  can  learn  how  ancient 
coins  were  produced,  who  made 
(Continued  on  Page  27) 


22 


TNA  NEWS 


from  the  secretary 

Texas  Numismatic  Association 

it  w 

Mrs.  Beth  D.  Geiger 

1441  N.  Mockingbird,  Abilene,  Tex.  79603 

mmm 

Applicants  1440  -  J-1454  and  C-114 
as  published  in  the  November  News 
have  been  mailed  membership  cards 
and  other  materials.  Members  619 
and  633  became  eligible  for  life 
membership  December  1. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

1455  (D-6)  Dallas  W.  Pruitt,  3125 
25th  St.,  Port  Arthur,  Tex.  Foreign 
&  U.S.  coins.  L.  E.  Buss  &  Ruby 
Threlkeld. 

1456  (D-6)  George  Wheelington, 
1401  -  7th  St.,  Port  Arthur,  Tex. 
Foreign  &  U.S.  Coins.  L.  E.  Buss 
&  Ruby  Threlkeld. 

1457  (D-6)  Ben  R.  Powell,  4 
Maple  Lane,  Galveston,  Tex.  77552. 
Confederate  Currency.  Ruby  Threlk¬ 
eld  &  J.  S.  Houston,  Jr. 

A-14.58  (D-6)  Mrs.  Cora  Bierman, 
2024  Ave.  P.,  Galveston,  Tex.  77550. 
U.S.  Ruby  Threlkeld. 

J-1459  (D-7)  Danny  Garrison,  147 
Wayfarer  Place,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 
78242.  U.S.  Coins.  Bob  Bridges. 

1460  (D-7)  Harley  A.  Yarber,  Jr., 
106  Burdick  Di\,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Ancient  Coins.  Mrs.  Fred  Floerke. 

1461  (D-4)  Floyd  C.  Buttry,  1707 
E.  38-%  St.,  Austin,  Tex.  78722. 
Bob  Bridges. 

1462  (D-2)  Robert  E.  Lee,  205 
N.  Main,  Ft.  Stockton,  Tex.  79735. 
General.  Mrs.  Martin  J.  Shuster  & 
Bob  L.  Albin. 

1463  (D-8)  Raymond  M.  Brink, 
Box  6038,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  78- 
411.  Mexican  coins  &  currency.  Bob 


Bridges. 

1464  (D-6)  Ralph  Thrift,  Box 
66644,  Houston,  Tex.  77006.  U.S. 
Mint  Sets.  Elmo  Cheatham. 

J- 1 465  (D-8)  Howard  Adkins,  613 
Bradshaw,  Corpus  Chrsti,  Tex.  For¬ 
eign  coins.  Joe  B.  Davis  &  Bob 
Bridges. 

J- 1 466  (D-8)  William  Carl  Perry, 
1021  Golla,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  78- 
407.  U.S.  &  Foreign.  Joe  B.  Davis 
&  Bob  Bridges 

J- 1 467  (D-8)  Craig  Young,  1007 
Ponder,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.  General 
Coins.  Joe  B.  Davis. 

1468  (D-2)  S.  B.  Wight,  Jr.,  Box 
825,  Kermit,  Tex.  79745.  General. 
Louis  R.  Goodwin. 

A- 1469  (D-2)  Mrs.  S.  B.  Wight, 
Jr.,  Box  825,  Kermit,  Tex.  79745. 
General.  L.  R.  Goodwin. 

J-1470  (D-l)  Steve  Dalby,  833 
Gregory  Ave.,  Hurst,  Tex.  U.S.  Coins. 
Greater  Southwest  Coin  Club. 

C-115  (D-3)  Big  Lake  Coin  Club, 
Box  907,  Big  Lake,  Texas.  C.  L. 
Morrow,  Pres. 

J-1471  (D-2)  Jim  B.  Atcheson, 
3413  Brentwood,  Odessa,  Texas.  U.S. 
Coins.  Louis  R.  Goodwin. 

CHANGES  OF  ADDRESS 
LM  11  foe  Nance,  Rocksprings 
Rte.,  Uvalde,  Tex.  78801. 

927  George  S.  Johnson,  5316  Bal¬ 
boa  Ave.,  San  Diego,  Calif.  92117. 

1183  George  H.  Felts,  Jr.,  4420 
Dover  St.,  Wheatridge,  Colo.  80033. 

1184  Sam  Levin.  135  Evans,  San 
(Continued  on  Page  27) 
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and  be$t  wishes  for 


ONTHS  OF 


APPINESS 


FROM  THE  OFFICIAL 
T.N.A.  FAMILY 


from  the  treasurer 

Texas  Numismatic  Association 

Stanford  M.  Kennady 
107  Dawnridge  Dr.,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  78213 


Balance  on  hand  as 
of  10/4/65 

$1,804.61 

T.N.A.  Sec.,  Oct. 

Petty  Cash  27.20 

Receipts: 

T  N  A.  Dues 

126.00 

Bal.  as  of 

485.29 

TNA  News 

Adv. 

131.00 

11/1/65  $1,606.02 

Library  Slide 

Set  Fund 

30.00  287.00 

Note:  The  above  balance 

includes 

the  T.N.A.  Memorial 

Library 

$2,091.31 

Fund: 

Disbursements: 
Banner  Prtg.  Co., 

Previous  Balance 

157.02 

print  &  mail  TNA 
News 

392.68 

Hidalgo  Coin  Club 
Donation  -  Slide 

TNA  News  Editor 

Set  Fund 

30.00 

Nov.  Travel  Allow. 

&  Oct.  Petty 

Cash 

65.41 

Bal.  as  of  11/1/65 

$187.02 

❖  <►  <► 


IN  THE  BUSINESS  WORLD 


A  new  coin  shop  has  been  opened 
in  Dallas  known  as  RON-JACK 
RARE  COINS,  formerly  Dan’s  Coin 
Co.,  and  is  owned  and  operated  by 
Dan  and  Ronny  Runner  with  a  new 
partner,  Jack  Boozer.  The  new  shop 
is  located  at  205  S.  Akard  St.  in 
the  heart  of  downtown  Dallas. 

Douglas  W.  Weaver,  formerly  of 
Jal,  N.  Mex.,  has  moved  to  Waco 
and  opened  a  coin  shop  at  1823 
Austin  Ave.  Weaver  was  with  the 
El  Paso  Natural  Gas  Co.  while  in 
N.  Mex. 

Stanley  K.  Rupert  has  opened  a 


candv,  card  and  gift  shop  named 
HOLIDAY  SHOPPE  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  next  door  to  the  Wonderland 
Coin  &  Stamp  Center,  151  Wonder¬ 
land  City,  San  Antonio.  Charlotte 
Renfroe  is  manager. 

Free  price  lists,  published  every 
other  month,  may  be  obtained  by 
writing  Sid  Levinson,  GOLDEN 
COIN  CO.,  Beaumont.  Levinson’s 
store  is  located  at  2544  Calder. 

Doris  and  Lucky  Darchenberg  have 
opened  a  full-time  coin  shop  in  the 
Ramon  Hotel  at  Ravmondville  known 
as  D.  and  L.  Coin  Supply.  Mailing 
address  is  Box  97,  San  Perlita. 
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from  the  librarian 

T.N.A.  Memorial  Library 

Wally  Gilmore 

Box  74,  Weslaco,  Texas  785% 


The  Hidalgo  Coin  Club  of  Mc¬ 
Allen  held  a  special  drawing  at  their 
October  meeting  and  proceeds  of 
830  was  realized  to  begin  a  slide 
set  fund  for  the  T.N.A.  Memorial 
Library.  The  donation  was  designated 
for  use  to  purchase  slides  for  use  by 
member  clubs;  however,  it  was  added 
to  the  regular  account  maintained 
by  the  T.N.A.  treasurer  for  the  li¬ 
brary. 

Anv  assistance  granted  will  be  ap*- 
preciated;  if  you  have  slides  of  coins 
or  currency  from  which  duplicates 
can  be  made  or  if  you  know  of  any 
available  to  purchase,  etc.,  please 
drop  us  a  line.  We  welcome  sug¬ 
gestions  and  ideas,  also. 

During  the  past  months  the  li¬ 
brary  has  filled  seven  requests  for 
four  books,  three  auction  catalogs, 
two  library  lists  and  a  club  request 
for  the  film  “A  Trip  Through  the 
Denver  Mint.” 

Please  add  the  following  to  your 
library  list: 

The  Coinage  of  the  Dominican 
Republic  by  Jerome  H.  Remick  and 
Alcedo  Almanza  r  -  donated  by  Al 
Almanzar,  San  Antonio. 

Cleaning  Coins  by  Clyde  D.  Mer- 
vis,  Indian  Cent  Date  Varieties  by 
Otto  C.  Steinberger  How  U.S.  Coins 
Are  Made  by  Walter  Thompson  -  all 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Reprints  - 
donated  by  Thomas  L.  Moore  of  Dal¬ 
las. 

Also  donated  by  Mr.  Moore  are 
the  following  auction  catalogs:  Brantl- 
Lichtenfels  Collections  of  U.S.  & 
Foreign  Coins  -  1964  -  Hans  Schul- 
man;  The  Golden  Sale  of  the  Cen¬ 
tury,  U.S.  &  Foreign  -  1963  Part  2  - 
Hans  Schuhnan;  Golden  Jubilee  Sale, 


Jerome  Kern  Collection  of  U.S.  Gold 
&  Silver  Coins  -  1950  -  B.  Max  Mehl; 
The  Century  Sale  -  1965  -  Paramount 
International  Coin  Corp.;  Edwin  M. 
Hvdeman  Collection  of  U.S.  Coins  - 
1 961  -  A.  Kosoff;  and  Louis  Helfen- 
stein  Collection  of  Large  Cents  - 
1793-1857  -  Lester  Merkin. 

- o - 

FROM  THE  SECRETARY  - 

(Continued  from  Page  23) 

Antonio,  Tex. 

C-18  Dallas  East  Coin  Club,  c/o 
O.  W.  Denton,  Sec’y.  2924  W.  Clar¬ 
endon  Dr..  Dallas,  Tex.  75211. 

C-98  Taos  Coin  Club,  c/o  Mrs. 
Peggy  Trent,  Taos  New  Mex.  87571. 

- o - 

REVIEWING  - 

(Continued  from  Page  22) 

which  coins  and  why  they  made 
them,  and  the  average  prices  of  an¬ 
cients  today. 

For  the  history  student  there  is 
a  list  of  important  dates  in  Roman 
history  beginning  with  the  founding 
of  Rome  in  the  year  753  B.C. 

The  short  time  necessary  to  read 
and  enjoy  this  book  will  be  time 
well  spent. 

- o - 


DEADLINE  ANNOUNCED 
AGAIN 

The  new  deadline  for  material 
to  reach  the  TNA  News  editor  is 
the  fifth  of  each  month  for  the 
next  issue. 

For  the  January  issue,  deadline 
will  be  December  5;  February  is¬ 
sue,  January  5,  etc.  All  material 
received  after  the  5th  will  be 
published  in  the  following  month’s 
issue. 
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MRS.  WALLY  GILMORE 


THE 

UNCOMFORTABLE 
CHAIR 

EDITOR 


The  Christmas  season  is  always  filled  with  shopping  trips,  extra  goodies, 
gift  wrapping  and  family  gatherings;  but  have  you  given  much  thought  as 
to  who  started  the  custom  of  our  traditional  Christmas  tree,  why  Santa  looks 
like  he  does,  why  young  lovers  kiss  under  mistletoe  .... 

Martin  Luther  -  ‘way  back  in  1535  -  cut  and  decorated  the  first  Christmas 
tree  to  enhance  the  glory  of  the  season  for  his  children.  Prince  Albert  carried 
the  custom  from  Germany  to  Windsor  Castle  in  1841  as  he  knew  the  children 
of  the  land  would  be  delighted.  In  1851,  the  first  American  Christmas  tree 
was  put  up  by  a  Cleveland  pastor  and  the  children  called  it  “The  Tree  From 
Heaven.”  Contrary  to  belief,  the  official  American  Christmas  tree  is  not  the 
pine  —  it  is  the  famous  General  Grant  giant  sequoia,  standing  in  the  General 
Grant  National  Park  in  California.  The  United  States  government  in  1925 
selected  it  as  the  Christmas  tree  of  the  whole  American  family! 

Many  legends  surround  the  “birth”  of  Santa  Claus  and  many  people 
over  the  world  lay  claim  to  the  beginning  of  this  wonderful  “gift-giver.”  In 
343  A.D.,  a  bishop  named  Nicholas  died  and  left  a  legacy  of  love  for  mankind 
and  legends  of  miracles  performed  to  help  them.  He  was  so  generous  in  giv¬ 
ing,  he  was  named  St.  Nicholas,  Giver  of  Gifts.  Another  story  is  of  more 
modern  origin  —  in  the  1700’s,  the  early  Dutch  settlers  in  New  York  tell  of  a 
Santa  Klaus  bringing  gifts  to  good  little  children  and  describing  him  as  roly- 
poly  and  jolly. 

What  dd  Santa  really  look  like?  We  only  have  an  artist’s  conception  as 
to  the  picture  we  keep  in  our  minds  —  a  jolly  round  man  with  a  red  nose,  long 
white  beard  and  wearing  a  bright  red  suit  trimmed  in  white  fur.  The  artist 
was  Thomas  Nast  (who  created  the  Democratic  donkey  and  the  GOP  elephant) 
but  no  one  remembers  him  as  the  man  who  made  Santa  look  like  he  does. 

Why  do  we  kiss  under  the  mistletoe?  It  all  started,  so  the  story  goes, 
“with  a  Scandinavian  goddess  called  Frigga.  Her  son.  Balder,  was  shot  with 
an  arrow  made  from  mistletoe.  While  Frigga’s  friends  conjured  up  powers  to 
save  him,  his  mother  cried  tears  that  became  the  white  berries  on  the  mistle¬ 
toe.  Frigga’s  friends  succeeded;  Balder  lived  —  so  Frigga  ordered  that  mistle¬ 
toe  never  be  used  again  to  harm.  She  made  it  a  symbol  of  love  by  kissing 
anyone  and  everyone  who  passed  under  it.” 

Whatever  story  you  believe  surrounding  the  traditions  of  Christmas,  take 
time  out  from  your  recollections  and  holiday  fun  to  give  thanks  for  the  many 
blessings  we  all  enjoy. 
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EVENTS 

CALENDAR 

DECEMBER  11-12 
DALLAS  EAST,  FARMERS 
BRANCH  &  IRVING  COIN  CLUBS 
2nd  annual  coin  show.  Furniture 
Mart,  2000  Stemmons  Expwy.,  Dal¬ 
las.  Contact  Mrs.  L.  N.  Green,  2906 
W.  Davis,  Dallas,  Tex.  75211. 

❖ 

1966  SEASON 
JANUARY  28-30 

GREATER  HOUSTON  COIN 
CLUB,  9th  Money  Show,  Sham- 
rock-Hilton  Hotel.  Bourse:  Jim  Rabia, 
826  Hoffman,  Houston,  Tex. 

<> 

FEBRUARY  4-5 

INTERNATIONAL  COIN  CLUB 

show,  El  Paso.  Details  later.  Club 
address:  Box  3756,  El  Paso,  Tex. 
79923. 

<> 

FEBRUARY  12-13 

CRESCENT  CITY  COIN  CLUB 
5th  annual  COINIVAL,  American 
Legion  Hall,  340  Rue  Royal,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.  Bourse:  Jack  Metzger,  2132 
Broadway,  New  Orleans,  La.  70118. 
❖ 

FEBRUARY  19-20 

GREATER  PORT  ARTHUR  COIN 
CLUB  7th  annual  Coin  Festival, 
Thomas  Jefferson  High  School  Cafe¬ 
teria,  Jefferson  Dr.  &  Dryden  Rd. 
Brouse:  L.  E.  Buss,  1501  Brinkman 
Dr.,  Port  Arthur,  Tex. 

«>• 

MARCH  25-27 

TEXAS  NUMISMATIC  ASSN.  8th 
convention,  Hotel  Galvez  &  Moody 
Center,  Galveston,  Tex.  Bourse: 
Russell  Hancock,  Box  486,  Dickin¬ 
son,  Tex.  77539.  Exhibits:  F.  R.  Rip¬ 
ley,  3030  Rust  St.,  Texas  City,  Tex. 


APRIL  16-23 

NATIONAL  COIN  WEEK, 
AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSN., 
theme— “Friendship  Flowers  Through 
Numismatics.”  Mrs.  Lois  Otis,  chrm. 
❖ 

APRIL  30  -  MAY  1 

VICTORIA  NUMISMATIC  CLUB 

5th  annual  coin  show,  Continental 
Inn  Motel,  Houston  Highway,  Vic¬ 
toria.  Henry  N.  Puckett,  gen.  chrm.. 
Box  3155.  Victoria,  Tex.  77903. 

❖ 

AUGUST  16-20 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC 

ASSN.  75th  convention,  Pick-Con¬ 
gress  Hotel,  Chicago,  Ill. 

<► 

SEPTEMBER  24-25 

AUSTIN  TEXAS  COIN  CLUB 
7tli  annual  Money  Mart,  Villa  Capri 
Motel.  Austin,  Tex  Write  Box  1225, 
Austin  for  information. 

- o - 

Fowler  Medal  Released 

The  latest  addition  to  the  series 
of  medals  honoring  United  States 
public  officials  has  been  released 
by  the  Bureau  of  the  Mint  and  por¬ 
trays  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Hen- 
ry  H.  Fowler.  The  medal,  of  bronze, 
is  three  inches  in  diameter. 

Anyone  interested  in  obtaining  this 
medal  may  write  Superintendent, 
United  States  Mint,  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  enclosing  $3.00  which  includes 
shipping  costs. 

- o - 

San  Antonio  Medal 

The  250th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  San  Antonio  will  be 
celebrated  with  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment  issuing  a  medal.  The  medals 
will  be  issued  in  connection  with 
the  proposed  1968  Western  Hemis¬ 
phere  exhibition  “Hemisfair”  planned 
in  San  Antonio. 

The  House  of  Representatives 
passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill 
authorizing  the  striking  of  the  medals. 
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DISTRICT  MEETINGS 


Jack  0.  Hendrix 
Governor 


DISTRICT  ONE: 

The  G  r  a  h  a  in 
Coin  and  Stamp 
Club  held  its  regu¬ 
lar  monthly  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Texas 
lleddv  Room  with 
20  members  pres¬ 
ent. 

Reverend  Harold 
Dykstra,  pastor  of 
the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Iowa  Park,  brought 
the  program  on  coins  of  the  Bible. 
He  named  all  the  coins  mentioned 
in  the  Bible  and  explained  their 
monetary  value  as  compared  to  our 
monetary  standard  of  today;  and  also 
displayed  a  coin  collection  of  the 
coins.’  -  Mrs.  Mildred  Whitt,  Sec. 

-O 

DISTRICT  TWO: 

West  of  the  Pe¬ 
cos  Coin  Club,  Pe¬ 
cos,  is  m  a  king 
plans  to  re-organ¬ 
ize  following  the 
cancell  a  t  i  o  n  of 
meetings  during 
the  s  u  m  m  e  r 
months. 

Those  in  the 
area  interested  in 
attending  the 
meetings,  please  contact  Chas.  M 
Travis,  Box  838,  Pecos. 

<> 


Louis  R.  Goodwin 
Governor 


P.  K.  Anderson,  Frederick,  Okla., 
past  president  of  A.N.A.,  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  attend  the  annual  Permian 
Basin  coin  show  scheduled  for  No¬ 


vember  13-14  at  the  Lincoln  Hotel 
in  Odessa.  Anderson  planned  to  dis¬ 
play  his  collection  of  cut  and  counter- 
stamped  coins. 

Mark  Hobbs,  president,  presided  at 
the  October  meeting  of  the  Midland 
Coin  Club  and  appointed  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  select  and  present  a  slate  of 
officers  for  1966.  Thirty-two  mem¬ 
bers  attended. 

Louis  Goodwin,  Odessa,  T.N.A. 
district  governor,  was  the  main  speak¬ 
er  for  the  evening  and  gave  a  most 
interesting  talk  relating  to  his  dis¬ 
play  of  ancient  coins  and  Biblical 
references  to  the  coins.  — R.  G.  Brant¬ 
ley,  Sec. 

Mrs.  Martin  J.  Shuster  conducted 
a  “mystery  member  quiz”  at  the  re¬ 
cent  meeting  of  the  Spanish  Trail 
Coin  Club  of  Fort  Stockton.  The 
club  meets  in  the  Pecos  Countv  State 

J 

Bank  community  room,  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  Thursday. 

Mrs.  Shuster  had  interviewed  two 
club  members  and  used  such  ques¬ 
tions  as:  How  did  your  interest  in 
coin  collecting  begin?  How  long  have 
you  collected?  What  is  your  main  in¬ 
terest?  How  much  time  is  devoted 
weekly?  How  much  study  of  coins 
and  history?  What  is  your  favorite 
coin  or  collection  and  why?  What 
was  your  last  book  or  article  you 
read  about  coins?  There  was  much 
lively  guessing  as  the  hints  progress¬ 
ed.  The  members  enjoyed  the  game 
and  also  learned  more  about  mys¬ 
tery  members,  Walter  Buenger  and 
Leroy  Wood.  Wood  and  Fred  Deer¬ 
field  were  awarded  prizes  for  cor- 
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rectly  identifying  the  members. 

The  club  held  a  discussion  on 
showing  the  film  “A  Trip  Through 
the  Denver  Mint”  to  junior  high  and 
high  school  assemblies  and  it  was 
approved.  Dates  were  to  be  set  after 
learning  when  the  film  would  be 
available  from  the  T.N.A.  Memorial 
Library. 

This  was  the  first  anniversary 
meeting  and  after  the  program,  the 
members  enjoyed  cake  and  coffee. 
The  cake  was  decorated  with  the 
club’s  name  and  an  extra  round  layer, 
covered  with  chocolate  icing  and  the 
likeness  of  a  1964D  Lincoln  cent 
carved  in  the  icing,  was  at  the  op¬ 
posite  end  of  the  cake. 

❖ 

DISTRICT  THREE: 

Mrs.  Homer  B. 

Casey,  district  gov¬ 
ernor,  was  a  guest 
at  the  October 
meeting  of  the 
Mitchell  County 
Coin  Club  at  the 
Villa  Inn  in  Colo¬ 
rado  City.  Mrs. 

Casey  explained 
the  T.N.A.  youth 
program  pro  j  e  c  t 
and  the  club  voted 
to  sponsor  three  eligible  juniors  for 
membership  in  T.N.A. 

In  other  business,  the  club  voted 
to  join  A.N.A.;  and  Mrs.  Casey  was 
complimented  with  an  honorary  club 
membership.  New  officers  will  be 
elected  in  December.  —Mrs.  Glen 
Coon,  Sec. 

A  Christmas  party  has  been  plan¬ 
ned  for  the  December  meeting  of 
the  San  Angelo  Coin  Club  in  the 
Town  House  Hotel  and  new  officers 
will  be  elected.  Nominations  include 
f.  Gilley  Pfluger,  president;  Bill 
Brothers,  1st  vice-president;  Bob 
Bailey,  2nd  vice-president;  Morris 
Isabel,  secretary;  and  Bill  Lee,  treas¬ 


ure  1. 

At  recent  meetings,  some  interest¬ 
ing  programs  have  been  presented. 
Capt  .Tom  Moffitt  told  of  his  coin 
collecting  experience  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  He  showed  coins  and  carvings 
he  acquired  during  his  two  years 
service  in  the  islands.  Of  special  in¬ 
terest  was  a  mounted  specimen  of 
the  giant  bats  that  inhabit  the  is¬ 
lands. 

Pfluger  gave  an  interesting  talk 
on  foreign  coins,  methods  of  collect¬ 
ing,  values  and  displaying.  His  talk 
was  supplemented  by  a  large  dis¬ 
play  to  illustrate  points  of  interest. 
—Mrs.  Jim  T.  Jones,  Sec. 

<> 

Jim  Dean,  Hobbs,  N.  Mex.,  won 
best  of  show  honors  at  the  fourth  an¬ 
nual  Big  Spring  Coin  Club  show 
held  in  October  at  the  Settles  Hotel. 
Dean  displayed  a  collection  of  United 
States  type  coins.  Show  officials 


Snapped  by  the  photographer  at 
a  recent  meeting  of  the  Mitchell 
County  Coin  Club  in  Colorado  City 
are  left,  Mrs.  Glen  Coon,  secretary; 
and  Mrs.  Percy  Bond,  substitute 
treasurer.  Standing  is  E.  B.  Carlock, 
club  president. 


Mrs.  Homer  B.  Casey 
Governor 


DECEMBER,  1965 


31 


were  Dois  McKee,  general  chairman 
and  club  president;  W.  E.  Wozen- 
craft,  bourse;  M.  K.  Britton,  ex¬ 
hibits;  and  C).  O.  Craig,  advertising. 
Over  1500  persons  registered. 

Other  award  winners  were:  Dal¬ 
las  Mahoney,  W.  E.  Wozencraft, 
Charles  Miller,  Jerry  Marier  and  C. 
M.  Travis.  Junior  entries  included 
Guy  and  Tina  Teague;  Lynn  and 
Kathy  Kirbv;  and  Darlene  Barlow. 

An  awards’  breakfast  was  held 
Sunday  morning  honoring  the  ex¬ 
hibitors.  Eighteen  bourse  dealers 
from  Texas  and  New  Mexico  were 
on  hand  with  an  attractive  array  of 
paper,  silver  and  gold  money  for  the 
visitors. 

The  show  featured  a  number  of 
non-competitive  exhibits.  One  was 
the  nearly  complete  collection  of 
early  Texas  money— issued  in  the 
years  of  the  Republic;  crowns  of 
the  world;  ancient  money;  and  a 
selection  of  U.S.  coins. 

❖ 


Members  and  guests  of  the  Big 
Spring  Coin  Club  show  enjoyed  an 
early  Sunday  morning  awards’  break- 
last  at  the  Settles  Hotel.  Some  of 
those  attending  were  W.  E.  Wozen¬ 
craft,  bourse  chairman  and  past  dis¬ 
trict  three  governor;  E.  II.  Brooks, 
past  T.N.A.  president;  Mrs.  Homer 
B.  Casey,  present  district  three  gov¬ 
ernor;  and  Dois  McKee,  president 
of  the  Big  Spring  club. 


DISTRICT  FOUR: 

Dates  of  Sep¬ 
tember  25  and  25 
have  been  set  by 
the  Austin  Texas 
Coin  Club  for  the 
annual  M  oney 
Mart.  The  event 
will  be  held  at  the 
Villa  Capri  Motel. 

Lyman  C.  Bartee 
is  club  president. 

Early  inquiries 
concerning  the 
show  should  be  sent  to  Box  1225, 
Austin,  Tex. 

❖ 

Election  of  new  officers  and  the 
annual  Christmas  party  was  planned 
for  the  December  meeting  of  the 
Cleburne  Coin  Club  when  members 
met  at  the  First  National  Bank.  Mem¬ 
bers  voted  a  $50  donation  to  the 
local  scholarship  fund  for  a  Cleburne 
College  student.  This  is  an  annual 
donation  and  the  second  contribution. 

On  November  28,  a  coin  show  was 
scheduled  at  Johnson  County  R.E.A. 
building  in  Cleburne.  Prizes  were  to 
bo  awarded  to  those  exhibiting  in  lo¬ 
cal  stores  and  banks.— Wm.  S.  Brown, 
Treas. 

❖ 

DISTRICT  FIVE: 


John  Hill 
Governor 


Ninety  -  two 
people  attended  a 
m  o  s  t  successful 
joint  meeting  of 
the  Texomaland 
Coin  Club,  Deni¬ 
son,  and  the  Gray¬ 
son  County  Coin 
Club,  Sherman, 
which  was  held  at 
the  Texas  Power 
&  Light  Co.  dis¬ 
trict  office,  midway  between  the 
two  cities,  on  October  21. 

A  social  hour  opened  the  meet¬ 
ing  with  Col.  Charles  A.  Wingo, 


Bill  Manewal 
Governor 
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past  president  of  the  Texomaland 
club  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Assisting  Wingo  in  arranging  and 
conducting  the  joint  meeting  were 
Texomaland  club  president  James 
Cole;  secretary  J.  K.  Megginson;  Dr. 
W.  D.  Blassingame  and  Henry  Ditto 
of  Denison;  and  Grayson  County 
club  president  Loren  Paul  Ryan,  and 
secretary  M.  J.  Reesby  of  Sherman. 

The  club  secretaries  added  25  new 
members  to  the  club’s  rolls.  An  auc¬ 
tion  was  held  and  special  prizes 
were  awarded  during  the  evening. 
—Col.  Charles  A.  Wingo,  T.N.A. 
Representative. 

DISTRICT  SIX: 

Greater  Port  Arthur  Coin  Club  is 

planning  the  seventh  annual  coin 
festival  for  February  19  and  20  at 
the  Thomas  Jefferson  High  School 
cafeteria  with  C.  N.  Hightower  as 
general  chairman.  Others  assisting 
will  be  Lloyd  Buss,  bourse;  W.  L. 
Chalmers  and  Truman  Tucker,  ex¬ 
hibit  co-chairmen;  Buster  Morris,  Jr., 
security;  Mrs.  C.  E.  Jones  and  Mrs. 
Lillian  Hutson,  reggistration;  Eugene 
Davis  and  Floyd  Swartzbaugh,  physi¬ 
cal  arrangements. 

The  club  meets  at  the  First  State 
Bank  of  Groves.  —Mrs.  Laura  Todora, 
Publicity  Chairman. 

The  ninth  annual  Money  Show 
and  election  of  officers  head  the  list 
of  activities  for  the  Greater  Houston 
Coin  Club.  The  Money  Show  will 
be  held  at  the  Shamrock  Hilton  Ho¬ 
tel  on  January  28,  29  and  30  with 
outstanding  exhibits  and  an  educa¬ 
tional  program  planned. 

Nominated  for  the  coming  elec¬ 
tion  were  W.  H.  “Bill”  Johns,  presi¬ 
dent;  Frank  Castleberry,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Chris  Johns,  secretary;  Gerald 
Kendall,  treasurer;  Harry  Strough, 
sergeant-at-arms;  and  Tommie  Wal¬ 
ter  and  Earnest  Moake,  Board  mem¬ 


bers. 

Lester  Tofte  presented  a  talk  on 
Mexican  Revolutionary  coins  at  the 
October  15  meeting  held  at  Bill  Ben¬ 
nett’s  Grill  in  Houston;  and  was 
given  an  A.N.A.  educational  award. 
<> 

Members  of  the  LaMarque  Coin 
Club  enjoyed  a  talk  by  John  Mahan, 
club  president,  when  he  spoke  on 
his  experiences  as  a  coin  collector 
for  the  past  34  years.  Mahan  ex¬ 
plained  that  his  first  love  was  stamps 
and  in  working  with  stamp  collec¬ 
tors  he  met  and  started  working 
with  coin  collectors.  It  was  not  long 
until  stamps  took  a  back  seat. 

Mahan  told  of  the  days  when  a 
collector  could  buy  three  uncircu¬ 
lated  1909SVD  Lincoln  cents  for 
$1;  but  no  one  thought  of  having 
more  than  one  of  a  kind  so  they  did 
not  realize  until  many  years  later 
what  they  had  missed.  He  told  about 
finding  more  than  five  1914D  cents 
in  one  bag  of  coins  and  traded  equal 
face  value  with  friends  who  did  not 
have  that  date.  He  said  we  had  all 
seen  what  the  last  10  years  has  done 
to  the  hobby  —  so  there  is  no  more 
trading  unless  some  one  gets  out  the 
price  book  and  starts  figuring  the 
cost,  condition  and  how  much  they 


Above  are  some  of  the  Greater 
Houston  Coin  Club  members  who 
are  serving  on  committees  for  the 
annual  Money  Show  to  be  held  at 
the  Shamrock  Hilton  Hotel  January 
28-30.  Left  to  right  are  Lester  Tofte, 
HI,  exhibits;  Jim  Rabia,  bourse; 
Frank  Castleberry,  assistant  general 
chairman;  Bill  Johns,  entertainment; 
and  Tommie  Walter,  assistant  bourse. 
Don  Seibert,  not  pictured,  is  general 
chairman. 
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have  invested  in  the  coin. 

Reports  were  given  on  the  recent 
Beaumont  and  Texas  Citv  coin  shows. 
Trophies  were  won  by  E.  E.  White 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Threlkeld, 
club  members.— Ruby  Threlkeld,  Rep. 
❖ 

Members  of  the  Treasure  Island 
Coin  Club  of  Galvesteon  voted  to 
donate  subscriptions  to  Coin  World 
to  Ball  and  Kirwin  High  Schools.  It 
was  also  voted  to  continue  to  meet 
at  the  Seaview  Cafe  on  the  beach 
and  not  to  move  to  another  location 
which  did  not  have  ample  parking 
space. 

John  Houston  had  the  program. 
He  passed  around  coins  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  grade  and  then  gave  the 
grading  offered  bv  Brown  and  Dunn. 
No  one  got  a  perfect  grade.  “Shorty” 
Bransetter  displayed  uncirculated 
sets  of  Jefferson  nickels.  Lincoln 
cents  and  type  coins. 

Ruby  Threlkeld  displayed  the 
club  history  book  which  has  been 
re-made  and  many  new  items  and 
pictures  added.  Club  President  Ray 
Barfield  remarked  that  the  club 
should  be  proud  of  the  scrapbook. 

The  club  is  five  years  old  and 


F.  R  Ripley  is  shown  presenting 
b°st  of  show  trophy  to  Hugh  Threl¬ 
keld  at  the  October  Galveston  Coun¬ 
tv  Coin.  Jamboree  held  in  Texas  City 
at  the  Holiday  Inn.  In  the  back¬ 
ground  is  part  of  Threlkeld’s  fine 
exhibit  of  foreign  crowns  and  com- 
memoratives  after  1500. 


members  are  working  hard  to  host 
the  1966  T.N.A.  convention.  The 
club  now  has  25  T.N.A.  members. 
—Ruby  Threlkeld,  Rep. 

<> 

DISTRICT  SEVEN: 

The  fifth  annual 
coin  show  dates 
have  been  an¬ 
nounced  by  the 
Victoria  Numismat¬ 
ic  Club  for  April 
30  and  May  1  at 
the  Continental 
Inn  Motel  on  the 
Houston  Highway. 

Gen  e  r  a  1  Chair- 
m  a  n  Henry  N. 

Puckett  can  be  reached  at  Box  3155, 
Victoria  for  information. 

At  the  October  club  meeting, 

plans  were  made  for  a  Christmas 

party  and  a  schedule  worked  up  to 
show  slide  sets  at  each  second  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  month  for  the  next  six 
months. 


Frank  O'Sullivan 
Governor 


The  club  meets  on  the  first  and 
third  Thursdays  either  at  Town  Hall, 
Victoria  National  Bank  or  at  Victoria 
Bank  &  Trust  in  conference  room 
A  or  the  auditorium.  —Mrs.  Alice  V. 
Titus,  Sec. 

<> 

DISTRICT  EIGHT: 


An  elaborate  dis¬ 
play  of  the  coins 
of  Mexico  exhibit¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  Fred 
Floerke  of  Taft 
captured  best  of 
show  honors  at 
the  Hallo  w  een 
weekend  coin 
s  ho  w  sponsored 
by  the  Liberty 
Coin  Club  of  Corpus  Christi.  The  an¬ 
nual  affair  was  staged  at  the  Mem¬ 
orial  Coliseum  with  Clarence  Davis 


Joe  B.  Davis 
Governor 
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as  general  chairman. 

Other  winners  in  the  13  categories 
were:  Bob  Robbins,  Fred  Eastwood, 
Mrs.  Lamar  Folda,  Ivan  Martin,  Ger¬ 
ald  W.  Kendall,  Clay  Stubblefield, 
Paul  Cheeseman,  Ray  Von  Rosen¬ 
berg,  Jack  Morgan  and  Larry  J. 
Murrell.  Also  Dr.  John  W.  Tunnel!, 
N.  R.  Shockley,  Mrs.  Maynard  Foy, 
Mrs.  Don  Eisenback,  Floyd  Mike 
Bienick,  Wally  Gilmore  and  Miriam 
Gilmore.  Junior  winners  were  Neal 
Floreke,  Craig  Young,  Terry  Heroy 
and  Mark  Putman. 

Frank  O’Sullivan  exhibited  his  col¬ 
lection  of  ancient  and  Biblical  coins 
and  held  lectures  for  the  public  dur¬ 
ing  the  two-day  show.  Other  non¬ 
competitive  displays  were  shown  by 
Joe  Davis  and  Gladys  Robbins. 

Eighty-eight  guests  attended  the 
dinner  party  honoring  the  34  dealers 
who  had  traveled  from  all  parts  of 
Texas  to  attend  the  coin  show. 

Assisting  Davis  in  host  duties 
were  Gladys  Robbins  and  Bob 
Bridges,  exhibit  co-chairmen;  Mrs. 
Foy,  registration;  Mrs.  Martha  Park, 
publicity;  Ed  Kane,  security;  and 


The  above  group  photo  shows 
Liberty  Coin  Club  members  who 
served  on  committees  for  the  annual 
show  held  at  the  Memorial  Coliseum 
in  Corpus  Christi  October  30-31. 
Left  is  Bob  Bridges,  exhibits;  Mrs. 
Maynard  Foy,  registration;  Clarence 
Davis,  general  chairman;  Mrs.  Mar¬ 
tha  Park,  publicity;  and  Mrs.  Gladys 
Bobbins,  exhibits. 


Ouida  Buckner,  treasurer. 

At  an  early  October  meeting  of  the 
club  at  the  Nueces  Hotel,  Philip 
Rosenstein,  a  merchant  seaman  for 
20  years,  was  guest  speaker.  Rosen¬ 
stein  showed  colored  slides  and  gave 
a  brief  description  of  various  places 
in  the  Orient  and  Middle  East  where 
he  had  traveled.  He  also  displayed 
brassware,  wooden-ware  records, 
magazines  and  coins  which  he  had 
picked  up  while  traveling.  He  seeks 
antiques  and  artifacts  and  brings 
them  back  for  display  at  the  Corpus 
Christi  Museum.  During  the  periods 
he  is  in  the  United  States,  he  gives 
talks  along  with  the  slide  program 
to  school  children  and  civic  groups. 
—Reporters,  Mrs.  Gladys  Robbins  and 
Clarence  Davis. 

❖ 

Trade  dollars  of  the  world  was  the 
topic  selected  by  Bob  Bork  for  dis¬ 
cussion  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
San  Benito  Coin  Club  held  in  the 
Resaca  Gardens  Housing  Project. 
Bork  also  displayed  his  collection  of 
trade  dollars. 

During  the  business  session,  mem¬ 
bers  discussed  the  poor  attendance 
at  some  of  the  area  club  meetings 
and  ways  to  encourage  and  interest 
those  not  attending.  Richard  Hitch 
is  a  new  member  of  the  club.  —Lor¬ 
raine  Truax,  Sec. 

❖ 

The  World  Coin  Club  of  Corpus 
Christi  voted  to  sponsor  three  junior 
members  in  T.N.A.  and  since  only 
five  of  the  club’s  junior  members  are 
eligible,  with  two  already  T.N.A. 
members,  the  club  is  100%. 

Meetings  are  held  on  the  first  and 
third  Wednesday  at  Parkdale  Com¬ 
munity  Room.  —Mrs.  T.  II.  Love, 
Reporter. 

Mrs.  Gladys  Robbins  of  Corpus 
Christi  was  scheduled  to  present  the 
program  at  the  November  9  meeting 
of  the  Kingsville  Coin  Club.  Mrs. 
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Robbins  was  to  display  and  discuss 
her  award  winning  exhibit  of  Great 
Britain  coins. 

Club  members  have  been  partici¬ 
pating  in  a  people  to  people  pro¬ 
gram  with  coin  club  members  of 
Yoasuka,  Japan,  whereby  they  ex¬ 
change  coins  and  stamps  of  equal 
value.  Mr.  Bennett  invited  the  group 
to  visit  his  “Money  House”  which  is 
now  on  display.  —Dorothy  Depew, 
Sec. 

❖ 

Members  of  the  Hidalgo  Coin  Club 
were  honored  with  a  visit  from  Alvin 
E.  Russell,  assistant  cashier  of  the 
San  Antonio  Branch,  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  Dallas,  at  the  November 
meeting  held  at  the  Casa  de  Palmas 
Hotel  in  McAllen.  He  spoke  on  the 
organization  and  function  of  reserve 
banking. 

Chris  Isbell,  special  agent  with  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation,  will 
he  the  speaker  for  the  December 
meeting.  Election  of  officers  will  take 
place  at  that  time,  also.  —John  L. 
Chisum,  T.N.A.  Rep. 

❖ 


DISTRICT  TEN: 

A  check  in  the 
amount  of  $225 
was  presented  to 
Mrs.  Zauker  of 
P  a  r  k  Memorial 
School  for  retard¬ 
ed  children  during 
a  dinner  meeting 
held  for  members 
of  the  Internation¬ 
al  Coin  Club  of  El 
Paso.  The  party 
was  held  in  the 
Hall  October  5  \\ 
Mrs.  Zauker  spok< 
students,  activities 


Charles  R.  Vice 
Governor 


American  Legion 
ith  65  attending. 
3  on  the  school’s 
and  needs. 


Fifty  members  attended  the  Oc¬ 
tober  6  club  meeting  when  the  new 
constitution  and  by-laws  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  Curtis  Blaylock,  immediate 
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past  president,  was  reported  to  have 
been  seriously  injured  in  a  car  ac¬ 
cident  while  vacationing  in  Arkansas. 
He  has  been  confined  to  a  Little 
Rock  hospital.  Members  circulated 
a  get-well  card  for  signatures  and 
planned  to  mail  it  to  Blaylock. 

The  semi-annual  coin  show  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  club  will  be  held  on 
February  4  and  5  with  the  location 
and  details  to  be  announced  later. 
—Fern  Fields,  Sec. 

- o - 

"VIP"  Contest  &  Award 
Announced  by  Bridges 

Plans  for  a  mem¬ 
bership  drive  in 
Texas  Numismatic 
Association  and  a 
contest  for  district 
governors  has  been 
announced  by  Boh 
Bridges,  second 
vice  -  president. 

The  award  to  he 
presented  at  the 
close  of  the  con-  Bridges 

test  at  the  1966  Galveston  conven- 
Hon  will  be  known  as  the  “VIP”  - 
very  important  people,  our  member¬ 
ship  -  and  will  be  donated  by  Bridges. 

Only  district  governors  will  be 
eligible  to  participate  and  the  win¬ 
ner  will  be  determined  by  having 
the  highest  score.  Five  points  will  be 
given  for  each  new  Life  Member 
signed  up  in  T.N.A. ;  1  point  for 
each  new  regular  member;  and  one- 
half  point  for  each  associate,  junior 
or  delinquent  member.  Points  ac¬ 
cumulated  since  the  March  conven¬ 
tion  held  in  Corpus  Christi  will  be 
counted. 

The  January  issue  of  the  TNA 
News  will  carry  the  standing  of  each 
governor  as  to  individual  points. 
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Celtic  Design  And  Workmanship  On  Coins 

By  Harold  Hopei,  Reprinted  from  “The  Turtle,” 
Official  Journal  of  the  Ancient  Coin  Club  of  America 


Very  few  collectors  realize  the  sig¬ 
nificance  of  Celtic  numismatic  de¬ 
signs.  At  the  verv  first  glance  they 
seem  to  be  either  debased  imitations 
of  Greek  models  or  haphazard  ar¬ 
rangements  of  bars,  dots  and  scrolls 
barely  recognizable  as  representa¬ 
tions.  These  characteristics  are  noted 
in  examples  from  England  to  the 
Crimea.  Were  these  the  results  of 
inept  craftsmanship  or  a  native  style? 

The  ancient  Celts  did  not  possess 
the  Graceo-Roman  feeling  for  sculp¬ 
tured  form  although  they  were  skilled 
metal  workers.  An  example  of  such 
work  is  the  enamelled  shield  in  the 
British  Museum.  Their  designs  were 
linear  geometric  based  on  the  scroll 
motif.  This  style  persisted  from  the 
bronze-iron  ages  well  into  the  me¬ 
dieval  period.  Hence  the  tendency 
was  to  reduce  the  classical  motifs 
into  shapes  more  suitable  for  their 
engravers’  skill  and  habitual  designs. 

Many  coins  are  annoyingly  crude. 
Others  show  sophistication.  There  is 
an  appealing,  vigorous  delicacy  in 
the  best  Gallic  silver  with  a  strange¬ 
ly  modern  approach.  The  components 
of  the  figures  are  often  broken  up 
and  rearranged. 

Among  the  Central  and  Eastern 
European  Celts,  a  curious  incongru¬ 
ous  mixture  take  place.  The  heads 
are  often  fairly  good  imitations  of 
Philip- Alexander  types  with  the  re¬ 
verses  different  or  inept.  For  an 
example,  the  saluting  horseman  be¬ 
comes  semi-abstract  or  there  are  a 
few  radical  lines  and  dots  on  coins 
apparently  made  during  the  same 
period. 

High  quality  Greek  workmanship 
is  evident  on  one  side  of  a  few  dies. 
It  might  be  possible  that  a  disgrunt¬ 
led  workman  absconded  with  these 
dies  to  tribal  chieftans  or  had  re¬ 


ceived  first  class  training.  Dies  could 
also  have  been  made  of  worn  Greek 
coins  with  the  highest  point  details 
hubbed  in. 

The  main  era  of  Celtic  coinage 
was  in  the  third  century  B.C.  The 
coinage  was  gradually  pushed  back 
into  Gaul  and  then  Britain  as  the 
Roman  empire  overwhelmed  all  of 
Celtic  Europe.  The  coinage  then  re- 
emerged  as  the  Roman  empire  re¬ 
ceded,  influenced  now  by  Roman 
coins,  The  Celtic  coinage  held  most 
pure  in  the  un -Romanized  areas  such 
as  Ireland  where  it  spread  again  to 
exercise  its  influence  on  Anglo-Saxon 
and  early  Frankish  coins. 

- o - 

Treasury  Dept.  Lists 
Reasons  For  "V"  Use 

Inquiries  are  sometimes  received 
at  the  Treasury  Department  as  to 
the  reason  the  letter  “V”  is  used  in 
the  spelling  of  the  word  trust  on 
certain  coins. 

In  medieval  times  the  letters  “U” 
and  “V”  were  used  interchangeably. 
These  letters  were  not  given  separate 
alphabetical  listings  in  English  dic¬ 
tionaries  until  about  1 800.  In  recent 
times  many  sculptors  have  used  the 
“V”  in  place  of  “U”  for  artistic  rea¬ 
sons,  such  as,  to  represent  the  perm¬ 
anence,  and  long-time  significance 
of  their  work.  Artists  who  design 
coins  may  choose  to  spell  “Trust” 
with  a  “V7”.  All  of  the  dollars  of 
the  “Peace  Dollar”  design  have  this 
characteristic.  From  1921  through 
1935  the  United  States  Mints  made 
more  than  190  million  dollars  of 
this  type. 

It  will  be  noted  that  sometimes 
the  “V’  is  similarly  used  in  wording 
on  public  buildings. 
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AUSTRIAN  COINAGE 


Reprinted  From  THE  COIN  SHOPPER 


Austria  is  a  small  country  that  lies 
in  the  heart  of  central  Europe,  at 
the  crossroads  of  Continental  trade 
and  traffic  thereby  giving  it  an  im¬ 
portance  far  beyond  that  indicated 
by  its  small  size,  its  population  and 
economic  capabilities.  Its  size  is  just 
slightly  larger  than  that  of  South 
Carolina  or  32,369  square  miles. 
Austria  is  bordered  on  the  north  and 
northeast  by  Czechoslovakia,  on  the 
east  by  Hungary,  on  the  south  bv 
Yugoslavia  and  Italy,  on  the  west  by 
Switzerland  and  on  the  north  and 
northwest  by  Germany.  For  the  most 
part,  Austria  is  a  German-speaking 
nation. 

Austria  became  a  republic  in  Au¬ 
gust  1919  and  nearly  suffered  a  com¬ 
plete  financial  failure  due  to  infla¬ 
tion.  A  loan  was  negotiated  with  the 
League  of  Nations  and  new  monetary 
law  was  put  into  effect  in  December, 
1923.  This  monetary  law  went  vir¬ 
tually  unchanged  until  a  new  coinage 
law  went  into  effect  in  July,  1946. 
Its  present  day  coinage  is  based  on 
the  latter  law.  The  current  coinage 
system  is  100  Groschen  equals  one 
Schilling.  One  Schilling  equals  about 
four  cents  in  United  States  money. 

The  Maria  Theresa  thaler  is  a  silver 


trade  coin  that  is  still  being  struck 
bearing  the  original  issue  date  of 
1780.  This  coin  has  gained  the  high 
popularity  of  being  the  world’s  most 
beautiful  coin  and  is  still  in  great 
demand  in  many  parts  of  the  world. 

In  1963,  Austria  began  minting 
proof  sets  for  collectors  of  the  world. 
For  collectors  wanting  to  begin  a  run 
of  proof  sets  of  some  foreign  country, 
this  presents  a  very  nice  opportunity. 
I  he  1963  and  1964  sets  are  still  with¬ 
in  the  modest  collector’s  purse,  how¬ 
ever,  both  sets  have  shown  better 
than  average  price  increases.  And,  of 
course,  no  collection  is  complete 
without  a  Maria  Theresa  thaler  in 
proof  condition. 


o 


Question: 

What  do  you  want  to  sell? 
Question: 

What  do  you  v/ant  to  buy  ? 


Coins  for  the  traders 
of  the  world. 


Your  correspondence  will  be  mighty  welcome! 


VIRGIL  HANCOCR 

BOX  936 

BELL  AIRE.  TEXAS  77402  USA 


1ST  ANNUAL 

JAYCEE  GUN  AND  COIN  SHOW 

(Proceeds  Go  To  Civic  &  Charitable  Projects) 

March  18,  19,  and  20,  1966 

Friday  6  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  Saturday  9  a.m.  —  10  p.m. 

Sunday  9  a.m.  —  6  p.m. 

BROWNWOOD  COLISEUM  Brownwood,  Texas 

FREE  ADMISSION 

BUY  SELL  TRADE 

POLICE  PROTECTION  —  70  TABLES  AVAILABLE 

For  Dealer  Space  Contact:  Pat  Coursey,  Box  969,  Brownwood,  Texas 
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Amarillo  Man  Offers 
Santa  Anna  Letter  As 
Trade  For  Alamo  Flag 

The  efforts  of  Texas  to  regain  the 
flag  which  fell  at  the  battle  of  the 
Alamo  in  1836  have  been  given  re¬ 
newed  hope  by  Morris  II.  Loewen- 
stern,  Amarillo  businessman  and 
former  Texas  Numismatic  Association 
district  governor,  according  to  an 
Associated  Press  report. 

Loewenstern  possesses  what  he  be¬ 
lieves  is  the  original  of  a  written 
statement  prepared  bv  Gen.  Santa 
Anna  conqueror  of  the  Alamo,  who 
was  later  defeated  to  free  Texas 
from  Mexican  rule.  The  document 
came  to  Loewenstern  through  regu¬ 
lar  collector  and  dealer  sources. 

The  Amarillo  man  has  proposed  to 
Texas  Sen.  John  Tower,  that  he  try 
to  swap  the  document  for  the  original 
Alamo  flag  now  on  display  at  the 


Mexican  National  Museum  in  Mexi¬ 
co  City. 

Gen.  Santa  Anna,  commander  of 
the  Mexican  forces,  gave  no  quarter 
to  the  Alamo  defenders.  It  was  with 
great  relief,  consequently,  that  Santa 
Anna  learned  the  Texans  would 
spare  him  after  his  capture  at  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto. 

Loewenstern  wrote  Sen.  Tower  of¬ 
fering  the  document  if  he  thought  it 
could  be  exchanged  for  the  flag. 
Tower  has  been  trying  to  have  the 
flag  returned  through  diplomatic 
channels. 

Senator  Tower  replied  to  Loewen- 
stern’s  letter:  “I  believe  this  might 
be  a  worthwhile  offer  for  us  to  make, 
and  I  hope  that  you  will  retain  the 
document  while  I  make  initial  in¬ 
quiries  with  the  Department  of  State 
to  determine  the  best  way  for  us  to 
approach  this  rather  delicate  diplo¬ 
matic  situation.” 

The  document  is  in  Spanish  and 


TEXAS  DEALERS 

ATTENTION 

We  are  jobbers  for  all  major  lines.  Coin  Sup¬ 
plies  and  SERVICE  are  our  only  stock  in  trade. 

R.  A.  GLASCOCK  &  COMPANY 

Coin  Supplies  From  the  Alamo  City 

P.  O.  Box  8192  San  Antonio,  Texas 

Ph.  OL  5-2498 

ANA  TNA 
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is  endorsed  on  the  back,  in  an  ap¬ 
parent  effort  to  authenticate  it,  by 
John  A.  Wharton,  one  of  the  Texas 
leaders. 

It  reads:  “My  friends.  I  consider 
vou  brave  on  the  field  of  battle  and 
generous  after  it.  You  can  always 
count  on  mv  friendship  and  you  may 
never  regret  the  consideration  you 
have  shown  me.  On  returning  to  the 
country  of  my  birth,  through  your 
kindness,  please  accept  this  sincere 
farewell  from  your  grateful  servant. 
Lopez  de  Santa  Anna.” 

The  document  is  dated  at  Velasco, 
Texas.  June  1,  1836. 


TEXAS 

NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 
EIGHTH  CONVENTION 


MARCH, 

1966 
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& 
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Center 

Galveston, 

Texas 

FLASH 


BRIGHT  PENNY  COIN  CLEANER 

The  Best  Thing  That  Ever  Happened 

To  A  CIRCULATED  Coin 


The  ONE  Cleaner  That  Cleans 
ALL  KINDS  OF  COINS 
BRASS,  COPPER,  COPPERNICKEL 
BRONZE,  NICKEL,  SILVER,  GOLD 
fast  —  ODORLESS  —  SAFE  —  EASY 
WILL  NOT  HARM  COINS  OR  HANDS 
Why  Use  A  Separate  Cleaner  for  Each  Kind  Of  Coin 
When  ONE  Cleans  ALL 

Dallas,  Texas  *  Campbell  Chemical  Co.  *  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 


Abilene  Coin  Shop 
2155  S.  First 
Abilene,  Texas 


JOBBERS: 

Hamp's  Coin  &  Stamp 
Company 

1614  Cedar  Springs 
Dallas,  Texas 


R.  A.  Glascock  &  Co. 

P.  0.  Box  8192 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Majors  Coin  &  Supply  Co. 
Suite  109  Medical  Towers 
Bldg. 

1709  Dryden,  Houston,  Texas 

Luke  Coin  Supply 
823  N.  Riverside  Dr. 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex.  76111 

Gray-Davis,  Inc. 

1030  Byram  St. 

Los  Angeles,  Calif 


R.  E.  Wallace 
Corner  Third  &  Main 
Fort  Worth  2,  Texas 

Wichita  Coin  &  Stamp  Co. 

149  N.  Broadway 
Wichita,  Kans. 

Fincher's 
211  S.  Klien 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

JOBBERS  WRITE  TO: 

R.  J.  Campbell 
215  S.  Winnetka  —  WH  2-3203 
Dallas,  Texas  75208 


B  &  B  Trading  Co. 
18  E.  Concho 
San  Angelo,  Texas 

Gateway  Coins 
5813  Camp  Bowie  Blvd 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas 

Scotchman's 

6517  Natural  Bridge 

St.  Louis,  Mo.  63121 

Lea  Coin  Supply 
P.  0.  Box  226 
Jal,  New  Mexico 
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ENGLISH  TOKENS 


CHINESE  COINS 


Tokens  of  17th  century  England 
were  usually  struck  in  copper  or 
brass,  but  lead  ones  are  occasionally 
found,  their  denomination  mostly 
halfpenny  or  farthing  with  a  few 
pennies. 

- o - 

PEWTER  COIN 

A  pewter  coin  of  the  Malay  penin¬ 
sula  in  the  form  of  a  cock  on  two  or 
more  rings  was  known  as  a  timma. 

- o - 

COPPER-NICKEL  COINS 

An  alloy  of  nickel  and  copper  is 
used  in  more  than  200  different  coins 
in  more  than  70  countries. 


The  tiao  was  a  string  of  Chinese 
coins  supposed  to  be  worth  one 
tael,  regardless  of  the  denominations 
thereon. 

- o - 

ANOTHER  NAME 

A  real  was  sometimes  called  a 
tomin  in  some  South  American  coin¬ 
ages. 

- o - 

CLUB  MEETS  OFTEN 

A  coin  club  in  Barcelona,  Spain, 
meets  every  day  of  the  w'eek,  ex¬ 
cept  Sunday. 


PROFESSIONAL  DIRECTORY 


San  Angelo 

Coin  Club  Show 

September  10-11,  1966 

Always  the  weekend  following 
Labor  Day. 

A.N.A.  T.N.A. 

D  &  L  Coin  Supply 

Mrs.  Doris  V.  Drachenberg,  Owner 

Box  97  San  Perlita,  Texas 

Beaumont  Coin 
&  Supply  Co.,  Inc. 

3835  Calder  at  23rd  —  Beaumont,  Tex. 
John  T.  Hill  TE  5-5770  Evelyn  Manning 

Anchorage,  Alaska 

Russian  &  Other  Foreign  Coins 

Lists  .  .  .  50c  in  Stamps 

John  N.  Rowe,  III 

U.  S.  Coins 

Box  2381  Dallas,  Tex. 

DISPLAY  HOLDERS 

FOR  RARE  COINS 

HANSEN  PLASTICS 

R.  J.  Hansen 

1918  S.  Manhattan  Amarillo,  Tex.  79103 

We  Buy  &  Appraise  Coin  Estates 
TELETYPE  SERVICE 

INVESTMENT  PLANS 

BUY,  SELL  AND  TRADE  COINS 

SY'S  House  of  COINS 

531  Meyerland  Plaza  -  Houston  -  M0  8-5758 
Sylvan  Grossman  ANA  51512 

The  Medley  Hobbies 

Lee  &  Alma  Medley 

Coins,  Stamps  &  Supplies 

1806  Layton  Ave.  Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 
817  -  Terminal  1-1036  76117 

DECEMBER,  1905 
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"Midas"  Stamps  &  Coins 

Robert  C.  Dedmon 

U.  S.  &  Mexico 

Box  1727  Brownsville,  Tex. 

Chambers  Coins 

Jim  Chambers 

Port  Lavaca,  Tex. 

Box  102  T.N.A.  69 

Charles  R.  Vice 

Buy  —  Sell  —  Trade 

Room  604 

119  N.  Stanton  St.  El  Paso,  Texas 

John  S.  Syphrett 

BUY  —  SELL  —  TRADE 

Choice  U.  S.  Coins  &  Heraldic  Art 
For  Every  Collector 

Rt.  2,  Box  160  Willis,  Texas 

Victor  L.  Sandlin 

Professional  Numismatist 

2315  Southwest  Freeway  Suite  112 
Houston,  Texas  77006 

Phone:  713  JA9-2881 

Nichols  Coin  Co. 

U.  S.  &  Type  Coins 

Box  504  Grand  Prairie,  Tex. 

Wonderland  Coin 
&  Stamp  Center 

Stanley  K.  Rupert 

San  Antonio,  Texas  78201 

151  Wonderland  City  PE  5-8781 

Pyramid  Coin 

And  Supply  Co. 

WHOLESALE 

B.  U.  Bags  &  Rolls,  Choice  Mexican 

Silver  &  Copper  Coins 

638  DeForrest  St.  —  Corpus  Christi,  Tex. 

Tim's  Coin  Shop 

12  S.  15th  —  MU6-9262 

McAllen,  Texas  78501 

Bid  Board  —  Numismatic  Supplies 

Coins  of  U.S.,  Mexico,  Foreign 

T.N.A.  H.C.C. 

B.&B.  Trading  Company 

sporting  goods — guns — hardware — saddlery  — 
army  goods — ranch  supplies 

E.  H.  Brooks  B.  E.  Brooks 

18  E.  Concho 

San  Angelo,  Texas 

Martin's 

Doris  and  A.  1. 

U.  S.  COINS 

6207  Chevy  Chase 
Houston,  Texas  77027 

Tropic  Coins 

M.  D.  Turner 

World  Crowns  —  U.S.  —  Mexico 

Metal  Detectors 

White's  Electronic  "Goldmaster" 
"Rayscope" 

Box  637  San  Benito,  Texas 

Se  Ro  Coins,  Inc. 

JACK  J.  SETZER  JIMMY  R0SENBL00M 

Specializing  in  U.S.  &  Foreign  Coins 

Gold  and  Silver  —  Inquiries  Invited 

Shop:  734  Azalea  Dr.,  Shreveport,  La 

Mail:  Box  5567t  Shreveport,  La. 

Edna  W.  Eubank 

Coins  From  Mexico 

Box  1465  Brownsville,  Tex. 

John  Wiese 

Professional  Numismatist 

P.  0.  Box  8444 

A  N  A.  4181  Dallas  5,  Texas 

Big  D  Coiners  Club 

EM  3-2961  -  P.0.  Box  8444,  Dallas  5,  Tex. 
Meets  every  FOURTH  Wednesday  at  DALLAS 
FEDERAL  S&L  Bldg.,  Preston  Center  Dallas. 

AUCTION-TRADING  -  FREE  COFFEE-COKES 
BRING  YOUR  FRIENDS 
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Gulf  Coast  Coin  Dealers,  Inc. 

ANNUAL  COIN  SHOW 

AT  RICE  HOTEL  HOUSTON,  TEXAS 
JANUARY  7,  8  and  9,  1966 

FREE  ADMITTANCE 

60  DEALERS 

For  Information  -  Write: 

G.  C.  C.  D.,  Inc.  5255  Palm  Center 
Houston,  Texas  77017  or  Call 
713-649-3518  or  668-5758 

This  is  a  state  chartered,  non-profit  organization  of  retail  coin  shop 
owners,  whose  purpose  is  to  protect  such  dealers,  improve  their 
knowledge,  encourage,  teach,  and  help  the  collectors! 
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FAMOUS  TEXAS  NAVY  NOTES 


l»>  ///07 


^tSity  oj  K/6udtin}  Steaouty  Qsefiaitment , 

Y84f. 


kJ/u  /aot  tfiiava/  file  filiation  Atiny  inadequate  to  oattojy  tAc  ctiicmo  of  t/ie 
PffjiceiOj  &aidno  and  *sf6aitneo  oj  t/u  Sextan  tfbavy ,  tAe  do/dr  oj  t/tia  'tSntijtcate .  or  ftio 
t sdodiynee j  widdAc  entit/ed to  T W  fiNTl'l1 1A  L  DOLLARS  often  ltd fueoentation  at  t/ic  CJtcaouiy , 
out  oj  tde  ^uot  vdfftrcf motion  made  dy  *&onyreod  to  meet  oaid  ctaimj . 

?,«  si  s  S"lcaiiatl- 


<4  4 


The  Texas  navy  consisted  of  only  five  ships.  The  officers  were  paid 
fifty  dollars  per  month  and  the  seaman  received  twenty-five 
dollars  per  month.  Navy  notes,  printed  to  meet  these  demands, 
were  made  in  sheets  of  three;  two  twenty-fives  and  one  fifty, 
therefore  the  fifty  is  exactly  twice  as  scarce  as  the  twenty-five. 
These  notes,  dated  April  23,  1841,  were  all  signed  by  James  B. 
Shaw,  comptroller  and  J.  W.  Simmons,  treasurer.  Each  note  is 
endorsed  on  the  back  by  the  sailor  who  received  it  along  with  his 


rating. 

These  are  nice  Texas  items  to  own,  display,  or  frame  for  your 
den  or  office. 

Each  $25  note  $19.50  Each  $50  note  $32.50 

_ SPECIAL  One  of  Each _ $49.50 _ 

Please  send  me  the  following  Republic  of  Texas  Navy  notes: 

Number . $25  notes  ($19.50  each) 

Number . $50  Notes  ($32.50  each) 

Number . One  of  each  (Special  $49.50) 


Name 


Street  . 

Check  P] _ M.O.  □ _ Send  on  approval  Q 

We  have  many  other  Texas  items  in  stock;  please  write  for  free  list. 


(Hike  G.  Btc mhQm 

1416-A  Commerce  St.  Dallas,  Texas  75201 

Ph.  214 — 742-2526 
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TNA  NEWS 


CONSIDERED  FIRST 


Most  numismatic  authorities  con¬ 
sider  the  half-dimes  of  1792  as  the 
first  U.  S.  coin. 

- o - 

DESIGNED  BY  MORGAN 

George  T.  Morgan  designed  the 
silver  dollar  series  which  was  first 
issued  in  1878. 

COLUMBIAN  FIRST 

The  Columbian  half  dollar  was 
the  first  U.  S.  commemorative  coin. 
- o - 

LOCAL  CLUBS  NEEDED 

The  local  coin  club  is  the  heart 
and  soul  of  the  numismatic  hobby. 
- o - 

KNOWLEDGE  NEEDED 

To  collect  coins  intelligently  it  is 
necessary  to  have  knowledge  of 
how  they  are  made. 

J 


Wanted 

—  New  or  Used  — 
The  Following  Books 

The  Finances  of  the  Texas  Revolution 
Eugene  C.  Barker 

A  Financial  History  of  the  Public  Lands 
of  Texas 

S.  A.  Lang 

A  Political  History  of  The  Texas  Republic 
Stanley  Seigel 

Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  Texas  Vol.  1 
Garrison 

Romance  of  Texas  Money 
William  H.  Howard 

A  Monetary  &  Banking  History  of  Texas 
Avery  L.  Carlson 
The  Public  Laws  of  Texas 
Gammel 

Thunder  on  the  Gulf 
C.  L.  Douglas 

A  Fiscal  History  of  Texas 
Wm.  Gouge 

F.  E.  Covill 

P.  O.  Drawer  C 
McCamey,  Texas 


GREATER  HOUSTON  COIN  CLUB 
9TH  ANNUAL  MONEY  SHOW 


Shamrock  Hilton  Hotel  Houston,  Texas 

In  the  new  convention  room 
Completed  since  we  hosted  the  ANA  last  August 

JANUARY  28  -  29  -  30,  1966 


Outstanding  Exhibits  -  Educational  Program 
80  Bourse  Dealers 

Auction  By:  New  England  Coin  Co.,  Inc. 


BOURSE  TABLES: 
Jim  Rabia 
826  Hoffman 
Houston.  Texas 


Write  for: 

AUCTION: 

Henry  J.  Berube 
806  Hippodrome  Bldg. 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


EXHIBITS: 

Lester  Tofte,  III 
5504  Lawson 
Houston,  Texas 


Free  Admission 


Free  Admission 


DECEMBER,  1965 
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Officers  and  Governing  Board 

-  Floyd  E.  Covill,  Drawer  C,  McCamey 


President  . . . . . 

1st  Vice-President  ......  Weldon  Surber,  1705  Paeso  de  Vaca,  San  Angelo 

2nd  Vice-President  _  Bob  Bridges,  4318  Ayers,  Corpus  Christi 

Secretary  - - -  Mrs.  Beth  Geiger,  1441  N.  Mockingbird,  Abilene 

Treasurer  -  Stanford  M.  Kennady,  107  Dawnridge  Dr.,  San  Antonio 

BOARD  MEMBERS: 

District  Governors 

I  - _ _ Jack  O.  Hendrix,  510  Conner  Ave.,  Ft.  Worth 

II  . . . . .  Louis  R.  Goodwin,  Box  1343,  Odessa 

III  . .  Mrs.  Homer  B.  Casey,  112  N.  Van  Buren,  San  Angelo 

IV  _ _ _ _ _  John  S.  Hill,  Box  3477,  Temple 

V  -  Bill  Manewal,  3125  Westminister,  Dallas 

VI  -  Lloyd  E.  Buss,  1501  Brinkman,  Port  Arthur 

VII  _ _  Frank  O’Sullivan,  454  McNeel  Rd.,  San  Antonio 

VIII  . . . .  Joe  B.  Davis,  638  DeForrest,  Corpus  Christi 

IX  _  _  Robert  E.  Medlar,  4516  48th,  Lubbock 

X  _ _  .  Charles  R.  Vice,  119  No.  Stanton,  El  Paso 

Immediate  Past  President  E.  H.  Brooks,  18  E.  Concho,  San  Angelo 

Appointed  Offices 

TNA  News  Editor  &  Publicity  Director  .  Mrs.  Wally  Gilmore, 

Box  74,  Weslaco 

Youth  Chairman  . . .  Joe  Nance,  Box  401  Sonora 

Librarian  _  Wally  Gilmore,  Box  74,  Weslaco 

Historian  .  _ _ _  Mrs.  Ruby  Threlkeld,  1023  Holly,  LaMarque 

Parliamentarian  _ _ _ _  John  T.  Barrett,  3528  Windsor,  Waco 

Membership  Chairman  .  Bob  Bridges,  4318  Ayers,  Corpus  Christi 

Convention  Coordinator  _ E.  H.  Brooks,  18  E.  Concho,  San  Angelo 

A.N.A.  Representative  George  Mather,  Box  806,  Corpus  Christi 


Mailing  Addresses 


Texas  Numismatic  Association 
Mrs.  Beth  Geiger,  Sec. 
1441  N.  Mockingbird, 
Abilene,  Texas 


TNA  News 

Mrs.  Wally  Gilmore,  Editor 
P.  O.  Box  74 
Weslaco,  Texas  78596 


This  official  publication  is  mailed  to  all  TNA  members  except  Associate 
without  cost  other  than  their  annual  dues.  Members  are  invited  to  use 
its  pages  to  express  their  views  and  to  ask  for  information.  Opinions 
expressed  by  contributors  are  those  of  the  authors  and  are  not  neces¬ 
sarily  the  views  of  the  Texas  Numismatic  Association  or  the  Editor. 

Dues:  Regular  and  Club  Membership— $3.00  plus  $2.00  admission  fee 
Junior  Membership  (14  to  18)  1.00  plus  2.00  admission  fee 

Associate  Membership  1.00  no  admission  fee 

Life  Membership  50.00  (Consult  By-Laws) 

Published  by  Banner  Printing  Co.,  Brownwood,  Texas 


ADVERTISING  RATES 


1  Month 

1 

•3  Months 
Monthly  |  Total 

1 

*6  Months 
Monthly  |  Total 

Monthly 

1  Year 

J  Total 

Eighth  Page 

!  $2.50 

1 

2.25  | 

6.75 

2.00 

|  12.00 

1 

1.75 

|  21.00 

Fourth  Page 

j  5.00 

4.50  | 

13.50 

1 

4.00 

|  24.00 

3.50 

|  42.00 

Half  Page 

j  10.00 

9.00 

27.00 

1 

8.00 

48.00 

1 

7.00 

|  84.00 

Full  Page 

|  20.00 

1 

18.00  | 

54.00 

1 

16.00 

|  96.00 

1 

14.00 

|  168.00 

Inside  Cover 

|  25.00 

1 

22.50 

67.50 

20.00 

j  120.00 

1 

17.50 

j  210.00 

Outside  Cover 

j  30.00 

1 

27.00  j 

81.00 

1 

24.00 

|  144.00 

1 

21.00 

|  252.00 

*  Contract  rates  are  available  for  three,  six  and  twelve  CONSECUTIVE  MONTHS  and  require  that 
the  Contract  Form  be  duly  executed  in  duplicate. 

Contract  ads  may  be  changed  each  month  as  stated  on  the  Contract  Form. 


ADVERTISING  REGULATIONS 


1.  Send  original  ad  copy  with  full 
remittance,  unless  contract  has 
been  issued.  Make  check  payable 
to  TEXAS  NUMISMATIC  AS¬ 
SOCIATION  and  mail  to  Editor. 

2.  No  ad  accepted  for  material  of 
questionable  or  political  nature. 

3.  Editor  reserves  the  right  to  edit 
copy  and  reject  all  or  any  part 
thereof  that  does  not  conform 
with  ethical  practices. 

4.  Publisher  reserves  the  right  to 
revise  copy  to  fit  the  space  re¬ 
quested. 

5.  Error  adjustment  restricted  to  one 
free  insertion. 


6.  District  Governors  are  authorized 
to  obtain  ads  and  to  collect  for 
same.  They  have  correct  contract 
forms. 

7.  TNA  will  not  enter  into  contro¬ 
versy  between  seller  and  buyer 
unless  referred  to  the  Govern¬ 
ing  Board  where  both  parties  are 
assured  a  just  hearing. 

8.  Contract  advertising  is  offered. 
Contract  forms  are  available  from 
the  Editor. 

DEADLINE:  Copy  MUST  be  in  the 
Editor’s  hand  by  the  5th  of  the 
month  preceding  the  month  of 
issue. 

Mail  to:  Mrs.  Wally  Gilmore,  TNA 
News  Editor,  P.  O.  Box  74, 
Weslaco,  Texas  78596. 


HARVEY  BRUNS 

Specializing  in  Coins  of  Mexico  and  Guatemala 

Also  Have  United  States  Coins 

WANT  LISTS  INVITED  COINS  ON  APPROVAL 

SATISFACTION  FULLY  GUARANTEED 

Phone  Area  Code  512  JUstice  5-2247 
Write  P.  0.  Box  93,  Mission,  Texas 

A.N.A.  R.C.D.A.  T.N.A. 


Alcedo  Aimanzar  sends: 


for  the  coming  year. 


ROY  VILLAGRAN 


ELINOR 


JEAN 


FREEMAN  CRAIG,  JF 


We  specialize  in  World  Coins  and  publish  the  leading  monthly  price  list  in  the  country.  The 
current  issue  may  be  had  free  for  a  postcard,  or  send  $2  for  a  year’s  subscription.  Various  issues 
feature  such  diverse  selections  as  coins  of  Latin  America,  British  Commonwealth,  Commems.,  etc. 


ALMANZAR’S  740  Milam  Building  San  Antonio,  Texas  78205  Phone:  512-CA  6-0592  Cable:  Ale 


